Literacy
at
Duncanrig

S1 Literacy Day
In September 2018, all S1 pupils
took part in a Murder Mystery
event. Our pupils were tasked with
finding out who murdered Lord
Westwood through experiments,
witness interviews and forensic
analysis. Not only did the pupils
thoroughly enjoy the event, but it
also helped them develop and use
their vocabulary.

Rigged: Tales from
Duncanrig
Our S1, S2 and S3 Graphic Novel group have
attended three workshops from Whitewater
Publishing and are currently writing their
own stories! These will be collected in our
very own anthology, Rigged: Tales from
Duncanrig.
With an official ISBN number and a book
launch planned for August 2019, Duncanrig
pupils are about to become published
authors!
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Patron of Reading

The Patron of Reading scheme links schools across the UK with authors in order
to develop a flourishing reading culture. Reading patrons work alongside
teachers to host events, write blogs, lead discussions and give recommendations. The overall goal is to promote reading for pleasure among children and
young people. Duncanrig Secondary joined over 200 schools this year when we
recruited our very own writer.
Local author David Goutcher was officially appointed as our Patron of Reading in
April 2019. David is the author of the hugely successful Spy Quest series which
brings books and video games together using cutting edge technology.
On May 23rd, David visited Duncanrig to help with our P7 transition days. By
following a series of online clues, P7 pupils got to know our school building. It
also allowed them to practise their reading, writing, talking and listening skills.
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Reciprocal Reading
Reciprocal Reading lets pupils become
the teacher in small group reading
sessions. The teacher models four
strategies - summarizing, question
generating, clarifying, and predicting and then pupils take turns in leading a
dialogue about what they have read.
“Reciprocal Reading is the most effective strategy I have ever used to
improve children’s comprehension and independence in Reading. It
specifically targets the development of the key Reading skills that good
readers need to have. Reciprocal Reading happens in small groups so that
everyone can feel comfortable and confident to take part”.
Ms Whiteford, Principal Teacher of English.
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Therapets
Therapets Bonnie and Tilly have visited Duncanrig throughout the year
to help our pupils improve their reading fluency.
“Pupils who might struggle to read out loud in class in front of their
peers or teachers do not have the same worries when reading out loud
to Bonnie.
“Dogs are non-judgemental, they don’t correct you when you make a
mistake – they just sit and listen, and that’s a huge help when it comes
to building up confidence.”
Mrs McRoberts, Headteacher.
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Family Learning
Duncanrig Secondary School will host a Family Learning event
on June 13th. Our focus will be on the importance of literacy
across the curriculum. Teachers from Modern Studies,
History, Biology, Physics, PE and more will deliver workshops
on how better literacy leads to success in their subjects. One
week later, Miss Whiteford will run a Reciprocal Reading
workshop to help parents boost their children’s reading skills
at home. We’ll also have a free book giveaway provided by
our local branch of Waterstones!
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