
Dear Parent and Young Person, 

I hope this message finds you and your families well and continuing to cope in these difficult times. I 

am conscious of not overwhelming you with letters and contacts, but I just wanted to send an 

update and, in particular, try to answer some of the concerns around SQA.  

For all our young people, staff will continue to provide materials for learning at home. We have 

made some changes to our website to incorporate this and you will find a new section on the main 

page called ‘Working from Home’. This is a central point for all home learning. Members of staff 

have updated this with materials and resources that will run until the spring break on Friday April 

3rd, 2020. After the Spring Break these will be updated. 

S1-3 

Young people should try and engage with a task or two a day at this stage. Please do not put yourself 

and your family under any more pressure than is necessary. This learning will help support their 

progress but we are aware many young people for health and access reasons might not be able to 

complete this. Engaging young people in tasks and activities around the house or playing games 

together as a family is just as important as keeping up with the Maths homework at this stage! 

Joining in with some of the online learning provided by the BBC or even the Joe Wicks morning 

activities is a good way to keep young people engaged and in some kind of routine during the 

coming weeks. Please remember that teachers will pick up learning again when we return to school 

and young people will not be left behind because they haven’t been working at home for six hours a 

day.  

S4-6  

I know many young people have concerns over the current position with SQA. We have put together 

a Frequently Asked Question guide which can be accessed through this link: 

http://www.duncanrig.s-lanark.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/National-Qualifications-FAQs.pdf 

I hope this will answer many of your questions. I know there may be more over the coming days, but 

we are awaiting further guidance from SQA and will share that as soon as we get it. Some young 

people have asked about what they should be studying at present.  We would advise at this stage 

that you study as if you were sitting the exams in the subjects you intend to take next session.  The 

more solid a foundation you build this year, the easier the transition will be to the next level. For 

example, if you are planning to take Higher Biology next session it would be a good idea to continue 

to work on your N5 Biology revision to improve your learning at this level. The better the knowledge 

at this level, the easier it will be to make the move to Higher.  After the Spring Break, we will look at 

providing more materials to support new courses for next session.  

 

As I have said previously, the main message is not to panic. This is a very difficult time for everyone 

and our priority, like yours, is the health and safety of our of school community. Please look out for 

each other over the coming weeks and try and stay positive. It’s a day at a time at the moment, 

nothing more.  

Best wishes, 

Mrs McRoberts 
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