
Dear Parent/Carer 

I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well after the break. It has been a very 
challenging few weeks for our school community and I know many of you will have been affected by 
the coronavirus; some of us will have sadly lost loved ones and friends. As a school community we 
extend our thoughts and love to you at this time. For many of our families, the last few weeks have 
involved working on the frontline of the COVID -19 response and as a school we are deeply 
appreciative of your commitment and dedication. There is no doubt we have difficult weeks and 
months ahead but as a school community we are committed to supporting you all and providing any 
help that we can over this challenging time. 

I would like to share with you some information about the term ahead, our support for home-
learning and our support for well-being over the new few weeks. 

New Term 

As you know, there are currently no plans to reopen schools for the foreseeable future. Young 
people returned to online learning on Monday and should continue with the materials that were 
posted online on our website prior to the break. We have taken the decision as a school to move the 
school timetable on May 4th 2020 this year. This will mean that as of this date, young people will 
begin to study the subjects they have chosen (S3-6) when they made their option choices earlier in 
the term. By moving young people on to their next level of learning we hope to gain some time in 
the event we are not back until August and also improve the motivation of young people to continue 
to learn at home. Young people should assume their options have been agreed unless they hear 
from us: if you have any questions regarding options please email the school.  

How will this work? 

New S3-6 – young people will be emailed by staff with new codes for Google Classroom and links to 
Show My Homework where new coursework will be provided from May 4th 2020. This will not be 
organised into their actual classes at this stage but will be work provided for groups of young people 
studying a particular subject and level. More information on this will follow next week. 

New S2 – young people will continue in the classes they are currently but will begin learning new 
content from S2 in subjects.  

Until May 4th 2020, young people should continue with the work that has been provided by staff, this 
is detailed on the school website under the ‘Working  from Home’ tab.  

Home Learning 

The priority for everyone at the moment is remaining safe and well by following the guidance on 
social distancing and isolation. Education and learning are important but the health of you and your 
families is of greater concern. As a parent of two teenagers, I understand the challenges in trying not 
only to keep them in the house but also trying to keep them engaged in learning. Many of our staff 
are also juggling providing online learning whilst supporting their own children at home. Please 
remember that you can only do your best with online learning - we are all just finding our way 
through this.  

It is important to remember that pupils are not expected to do the equivalent of a full day’s work in 
school, they should work through a small number of tasks each day that are achievable. When we 
move timetable, I have asked staff to plan on a two week basis so young people and families can 
manage tasks and activities at a time that suits them over ten days. With my own son, I am 



encouraging him to make his own plan with the expectation that it’s complete by then end of the 
two weeks. I cannot say it is perfect but it has made things a bit easier! 

All we ask is that everyone does their best. If something is too difficult, if the work becomes 
overwhelming, if there are problems with accessing IT equipment or getting online, then our advice 
is to do something else until the issue is resolved. The priority for us all is that young people are safe 
and well. It is just as valuable, in fact essential, for some time to be spent doing other thing. If you 
can, read a book, bake, take some exercise, practise a skill or hobby, play an instrument, and spend 
time with family.  

When we return to school together as a community, we will pick up learning with rigour and pace 
again. We will ensure no young person is disadvantaged by this and will provide the support needed 
to ensure our young people not only achieve but return to a safe and nurturing learning 
environment.  

Supporting Well-being 

During this time, it is more important than ever that our young people look after their health and 
well-being. We know that many of our young people are struggling with anxiety at this time, a sense 
of loss and no clear idea of what the future looks like – we understand that this can be very difficult 
for young people and adults. The Pupil Support team are here to support you and your child. We 
have added their emails to the school website under “Contact Us” so you can make get in touch if 
you need to. Please do not struggle alone - our Pupil Support Team are already working with 
Barnardo’s, Social Work and our School Counsellor. We can help provide a listening ear or can 
support you in finding additional help where we can. Teachers have also provided materials and 
ideas to allow time each day and throughout the week to focus on well-being. School materials and 
links to partner resources can be found via our school website under the 'Working from Home' tab. 
Just click on your child's year group and then the subject PSE/Well-being. 

I apologise for the lengthy correspondence today but feel it is important to give you as much 
information as possible about our plans. We will follow this up with further information on the 
timetable change next week. In the meantime, should you have any concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school e-mail  on office@duncanrig.s-lanark.sch.uk 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lyndsay McRoberts 
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