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This booklet has been designed to provide information about the courses that will be on offer in 

third year in session 2020 - 2021 as part of Curriculum for Excellence. Further information or 

clarification on information contained in this booklet can be acquired by contacting your child’s 

Pupil Support teacher or the Principal Teacher of a subject.  

This is an exciting time for young people as they begin to specialise in the subjects that they will 

take in S3 and possibly on to formal qualifications in S4, S5 and S6. However, the S3 curriculum 

is designed to be broad enough to keep all career paths open. It is also a crucially important year 

for young people as their progress in S3 will determine their course levels in fourth, fifth and 

sixth year. Young people therefore need to take responsibility for their own learning by listening 

carefully in class, taking an active part in class discussions and learning activities, following ad-

vice given by teachers on how to improve their learning and by completing homework tasks and 

regular revision of class work at home. There is also the opportunity throughout this year to ex-

plore career interests through the PSE programme and young people will engage with our Skills 

Development Scotland staff in preparation for the Senior Phase. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information or support. 

 

Lyndsay McRoberts 

Head Teacher 



Progress and Pathways to the Senior Phase 

In Duncanrig Secondary School, we anticipate that most young people will become secure at the third 

Curriculum for Excellence level by the end of S2 or the early part of S3 in some subjects. In S3, young 

people specialise in fewer subjects to allow them to study at the fourth level where appropriate. Fourth 

level learning provides strong foundations for progression to National 5 qualifications in S4. National 

guidance advises that young people should have achieved the fourth level or be making good progress in 

fourth level learning to progress successfully to National Qualifications at National 5. This learning will 

take place in S3.  

S3 - secure at Third level S4                              National 4 courses;  2-year pathway to National 5  

S4 - secure at Fourth level S4                           National 5 courses 

The Senior Phase and National Qualifications – S4 to S6. The level of National Qualification your child 

will study in S4 will depend on their prior attainment and achievement the year before. The following ta-

ble provides a general guide to how three different young people may progress. 

 

 

It is likely that some young people will progress in different ways in different subjects depending on their 

interest and motivation. More information about SQA National Qualifications can be found here.  

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/assessment-andachievement/qualifications/
What%20are%20National%20Qualifications 
 

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/assessment-andachievement/qualifications/What%20are%20National%20Qualifications
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-in-scotland/assessment-andachievement/qualifications/What%20are%20National%20Qualifications


Options for S3 2020-2021 

Young people in S3 will follow a broad curriculum that builds a foundation to the senior phase in S4. English 
and maths are compulsory for all young people and all young people will also study core PE, PSE and RMPS 

throughout S3. A sample of the option sheet is detailed below (please note this may change before final op-
tions). 



Accounting is a key function in all organisations. Without effective accounting procedures 
and accountants to provide timely and relevant financial information to management, organi-
sations may perform less successfully than they otherwise might. 
Accounting relates to many aspects of everyday life and, therefore, gives learners experienc-
es which are topical and which develop skills for learning, life and work. It also supports 
learners personal financial awareness. 

Assessment 
Learners will be assessed through the combination of an Accounting question paper and an Ac-
counting-related assignment.  

 

Financial Accounting 
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding to prepare, interpret and analyse financial ac-
counting information by using the relevant accounting concepts and techniques.  Topics include Prepara-
tion of Ledger Accounts; Financial Statements etc. 
 
Management Accounting 
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding of internal accounting information, and are able to 
prepare this using a range of basic accounting techniques. This information is used by management when 
making decisions about the future planning and control of their business. Topics include Budgeting, Cost-
ing etc. 

Entry Requirements 

Only pupils likely to be presented for National 5 Mathematics should apply to study Accounting. 

Progression/Pathways 
Pupils may progress to High-
er Accounting or appropriate 
college courses. 
 

Careers  
Accountancy     Purchasing 

Stockbroker     Tax Advice 

Management     Financial Administration 

Credit Control     Banking 

Retailing and Sales    Local Government 

Financial Advisor    Investment Analysis 

Civil Service     Pensions Management 
 

The Course introduces learners to the dynamic world of business by developing skills in 
communicating essential financial information, in a variety of presentation formats, to the 
various stakeholders of an organisation. The development of skills explicit to the Course 
will enable learners to accurately prepare, interpret and analyse financial information.  



Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the entire economy and offers wide-
ranging employment opportunities. Moreover, administrative and IT skills have extensive 
application not only in employment but also in other walks of life. 
This course contains a significant practical component. Pupils learn the skills, knowledge 
and understanding related to Administration & IT through practical activities. Its use of real-
life contexts makes it relevant to the world of work and will enable learners to work towards 
industry standard in IT in an administrative-related context. 

Assessment 
Learners will be assessed through the combination of an Accounting question paper and an 
Accounting-related assignment.  

 

Administrative Practices  
Learners will develop an understanding of key legislation, good customer care and the skills, qualities 
and attributes required of administrators.  This Unit also involves carrying out a range of administrative 
tasks required for organising and supporting events. 
IT Solutions for Administrators  
The purpose of this Unit is to develop learners’ skills in IT, using software such as word processing, 
spreadsheets and databases.  
Communication in Administration 
Learners’ will become familiar with different ways used to communicate information appropriate to its 
context, audience and purpose.  
Added Value Unit: Administration and IT Assignment 
The purpose of this Unit is to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in the other 
three units. Learners will undertake practical administration- and IT-based tasks to organise and sup-
port a small-scale event or events. 

Progression/Pathways 
National 5 Administration & 
IT or appropriate college 
courses. 

Careers  
Event Management    Travel and Tourism 

Civil Service     Clerical 

Receptionist     Human Resources 

Insurance      Paralegal Services 

Customer Services    Procurements 

Banking      Office Management 

Financial Services    Call-Centre Operations 

 

Learners will develop a range of both generic and subject-specific skills, including the 
ability to use the following IT applications: word processing, spreadsheets, databases, 
presentations and desktop publishing; and the ability to use technology, including the 
internet, for electronic communication and investigation. 



Art & Design offers great opportunities to develop creative and artistic interests and 

skills, which are transferable and relevant for many other areas of study, employment and life. 

Our engaging and enjoyable S3 course will prepare you for a successful progression to Nation-

al Qualifications in Art & Design, and perhaps Photography, in the senior school. 

Assessment 
The following assessments will be completed, giving structure and ensuring progression: 

 May: Drawing Assessment 

 October: Expressive Art Studies 

 November: Drawing Assessment 

 November: Expressive Unit 

 January: Design Studies 

 February: Design Unit 

   
Expressive and Design Units will be assessed on completion, in November and February.  

 

The S3 course has two elements: Design and Expressive Units  

Expressive Unit—In Expressive work you will improve drawing, painting and other media skills as you 
investigate and develop ideas for still life, portraiture, landscape, built environment or some other kind of 
artwork. Your final outcome for this unit will take time, effort and care and will be something to be proud 
of! You will experience various drawing, painting, printing and even 3D media and techniques as you 
work towards your masterpiece.  In Art Studies you will develop your analysis skills, critical thinking and 
vocabulary in evaluating and explaining your understanding of specific artworks by specific artists. This 
will make you more able to understand, analyse and critique arts and media in the world around you. 

Design Unit—In Design, you will work in response to a design brief, researching and investigating a giv-

en theme of inspiration (eg sects, machines, flowers, buildings ). You will then follow a design process of 

generating ideas and problem-solving until you are able to produce a design solution which answers the 

requirements of the brief. This might be a 2D solution such as a poster, pattern design or 3D such as a 

body adornment or ceramic piece. 

In Design Studies you will further develop your analysis and thinking skills and your design vocabulary 

in evaluating and explaining specific design works by specific designers. You will then be better able to 

recognise and understand the design principles that drive progress and improvement in society and in our 

world today.. 

All Art & Design courses enable learners to develop and improve many useful skills: 

Creative thinking and problem-solving, ICT, critical analysis and evaluation, fine-motor, hand-

craft media and material manipulation, Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing, commu-

nication and co-operation skills are all integral to our Art & Design courses and crucial for con-

fidently and responsibly succeeding in and contributing to today’s society and contribute to the 

development of the rounded individual. 

Progression/pathways  

In February pupils will start working towards National Qualifications for those continuing Art & Design 
in S4, or National 4 units, for those who are not, and who are then welcome to return to pursue N5 in S5. 



The S3 Biology course continues with the broad general education.  It will provide 
deeper learning, of both content and skills, to prepare learners for progression to Na-
tional 4, National 5 and National Progression Awards. 

Learners will develop an understanding of the impact of biology on everyday life 
and investigate scientific issues and relevant applications of biology, including the 
impact these could make on society and the environment.  

The S3 course covers major areas of biology from cellular processes to whole organisms. 
The focus on cellular level processes leads to an understanding of the importance and roles 
of the cell.  

By studying some processes in multicellular plants and animals, learners investigate increas-
ing levels of complexity.  

The key areas covered are: cell structure; transport across cell membranes; DNA and the 
production of proteins; proteins; genetic engineering; respiration : producing new cells; var-
iation and inheritance. 

Assessment 

Topic progress checks testing 

both knowledge and skills. 

Design, carryout and report on 

scientific experiments. 

Research task. 

 

Skills that you should be able to carry out by the end of S3 are: 

 

 develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills  

 develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a biology context  

 develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials, safely, in 
practical scientific activities  

 develop planning skills  

 develop problem-solving skills in a biology con-
text  

Progression/Pathways 

Depending on progress, 
learners will continue to 
study Biology at National 4 
or National 5.  

Dependant on uptake learn-
ers may have the opportuni-
ty to study a National Pro-
gression Award in Practical 
Science at level 5.  

Careers 

Research Scientist           
Nature Conservation    
Medicine                           
Laboratory Technician 
Pharmacologist                
Forensic Scientist            
Veterinary Science        
Pharmacist                       
Food and Drink Industry                      
Environmental Scientist  
Dentistry                       
Teacher 

 



Business plays an important role in society.   We all rely on businesses. It is essential to have  
effective businesses and business managers to create wealth, prosperity, jobs and choices.  A 
main feature of the course is the development of enterprising skills and employability skills. 

Assessment 
The Course assessment consists of a question paper, covering knowledge and understanding 
and skills accumulated from the course, and a business-related assignment. The assignment 

will allow personalisation and choice. 

 

The Course comprises of five areas of study: 
 
Understanding Business 
Candidates are introduced to the business environment while developing skills, knowledge and under-
standing of enterprise, and the role of different types of business organisations in society.  
Management of Marketing 
Candidates learn about the processes and procedures organisations use to maintain competitiveness, 
and how marketing can be used to communicate effectively with consumers, maximising customer sat-
isfaction. 
Management of Operations 
Candidates learn about the processes and procedures used to maintain quality through the effective 
management of suppliers, inventory, and methods of production in an ethical manner. 
Management of People 
Candidates learn about the theories, concepts and processes relating to human resource management 
and how employees contribute to the success of organisations. 
Management of Finance 
Candidates learn about the basic theories, concepts and processes relating to financial aspects of busi-
ness, when preparing and interpreting information to solve financial problems facing organisations. 

Progression/Pathways 
Pupils may progress to Nation-
al 5 Business Management or 
appropriate college courses.  

Careers  
Marketing      Advertising 

Civil Service     Economics 

Buying      Accounting 

Banking      Business Development 

Procurement     Transport Logistics 

Public Relations     Local Goverment 

Manufacturing     Hospitality Management 

Local Government    Insurance 

The Course develops skills in communicating and presenting business-related information, in a 
variety of formats, to the various stakeholders of an organisation. 



To develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry through practical sci-
entific activities.  To expand your scientific analytical thinking and problem-solving 
skills in a chemistry context and develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced 

Chemistry is the science where you learn about elements and compounds composed of atoms, mole-
cules and ions: their composition, structure, properties, behaviour and the changes they undergo   
during a reaction with other substances. 

During the course you will be studying different areas of chemistry: 

Properties of Substances    Structure of the Atom 

Making Electricity     How Atoms Combine 

GfM        Balancing Equations 

Hydrocarbons 

A Researching Chemistry topic will focus on the skills required for the Sciences with a 
focus on Chemistry.  These skills will be practised throughout the course to provide plen-
ty of opportunities to master them. 

Assessment 
You and your teacher will be able to assess your progress through a variety of methods: 

how you perform in class each day; the questions you ask and answer, and your contribu-

tions to discussions; the quality of your written work; how well you carry out practical tasks 

and your analyses of the results; the thought you put into your learning; and the effort you 

put into your homework.  Ultimately, there will be tests to check your knowledge, under-

standing and problem-solving abilities.  Your progress will be judged against the success 

criteria provided for each topic.  

Progress/Pathways 

This course leads onto National 4 or National 5 Chemistry in S4 depending on performance in S3. 

Careers 
The career opportunities for chemists are many and varied.  Chemists are employed in a wide range 

of jobs within various industries e.g. Textiles, Cosmetics, Pharmaceuticals, Food, Brewing, Deter-

gents, Agrochemicals and many more. But chemists are not only employed in industry.  Chemists 

may be employed in the Civil Service or Research Councils, they may work in Education or in a 

range of other professions who recognise and reward the numeracy and problem solving skills that 

Chemistry develops.  Many other careers all have one thing in common – they all need Chemistry – 

these include Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, Chemical Engineering, Forensic Science and 

Pharmacy and many more. 



To develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry through practical sci-
entific activities.  To expand your scientific analytical thinking and problem-solving 
skills in a chemistry context and develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced 
learning in chemistry. 

The S3 course consists of five units: 

Software Development 

Databases 

Web Design  

Games Development  

Cyber Security 

This course is designed to ensure that Duncanrig Secondary’s young people have the ap-
propriate skills required to fill the national skills gap in Computing Science  

Assessment 
Young people will be assessed on each of the course elements listed above. They will com-

plete a number of End of Unit assessments and will be required to submit a variety of tasks 

to demonstrate their practical skills.  

Progress/Pathways 

Young people may progress in the following ways: 

National 4 Computing Science  
National 5 Computing Science  
NPA Games Development (SCQF 4,5,6) 
NPA Cyber Security (SCQF 4,5,6) 

Careers 
Studying Computing Science opens up a wide range of career opportunities. Along with the tradi-

tional computing jobs more and more employers are looking for employees with good digital skills 

which can be gained from Computing Science, Games Development & Cyber Security.  

The following are a selection of the potential careers open to those who study Computer Science: 

Software Engineer, Web Designer, Database Developer, Application Developer, Videogame De-

signer/Developer, Digital Forensics Investigator, Security Analyst and Ethical Hacker. 

Those people with qualifications in Computing Science are in great demand.  Even if you do 

not wish to follow a career in the field of Computing Science, it is highly likely that your cho-

sen career will benefit from exposure to Computing skills.  



In Drama, we aim to challenge you to think creatively and build problem-solving 
skills, as an individual and within a group. You will examine the world around you 
and explore your views, thoughts and feelings about events and attitudes in society.   

Unit 1: World War - Movement and Physical Theatre – Using stylised movement, you will cre-
ate and perform a historical, emotive performance and reflect on this work. 
Unit 2: Radio Show - Language and Voice – You will create a range of characters through voice 
skills, write and perform a script and review your own work and the work of others. 
Unit 3: Form and Genre –You will explore a variety of forms and genres, considering form, 
structure and style to develop drama from a stimulus. 
Unit 4: Devised Drama – You will develop skills in characterisation, voice and movement, re-
sponding to stimuli to create a drama, exploring characterisation techniques, drama conventions 
and theatre arts.  
Unit 5: Theatre in Education- This unit is a culmination of the skills learnt throughout the year. 
You will perform and evaluate a drama on key issues facing young people in the local area. You 
will also have the opportunity to operate the sound and lighting boards, create SFX tracks and ar-
range other aspects of the production. You will then perform this to local primaries and take re-
sponsibility for leading a drama workshop to share your skills. 

Role-play, characterisation, voice and movement, creating, presenting, analysing and 
evaluating. Other skills and qualities you will gain from studying drama include team-
work, technical ability, physical fitness, time management, organisation, communica-
tion, creativity, attention to detail and discipline. Using role-play to explore real and 
imaginary situations can help you to understand different points of view and share 
your world with others.  You will also develop your knowledge and understanding 
through evaluating technical aspects and scripts, and commenting on your work and 
the work of others.   

Assessment 
Class time will mainly focus on practical work, which means that you will complete homework ex-
ercises regularly. Everyone pursuing Drama must understand that homework/written work tasks 
need submitted on time and to the appropriate standard. Pupils have continuous assessments on 
practical work as well as completing written assessments and evaluations. Pupils can expect regular 
feedback from their teacher to ensure that they always have targets set and know what they need to 
do in order to guarantee their success. 
S3 > National 4 or National 5 Drama > Higher/NPA Musical Theatre/NPA Professional Theatre 
Practice 

Progression/Pathways 
S3 > National 4 or National 5 Drama > Higher/NPA Musical Theatre/NPA Professional Theatre 
Practice 

Careers 
As Drama deals with such issues as personal confidence, interaction and independent 
thinking, it will be invaluable for any pupil’s career path.  Associated careers might in-
clude:  Acting, Directing, Stage Management or other technical roles in theatre, televi-
sion, film, Teaching, Management roles, Community Theatre, Drama facilitator, De-
signer: costume, make up, set, Customer Service, Arts administrator, Barrister, Events 
Management, Journalist, Choreographer, Cinematographer, Copywriter, Dancer, Stage 
Manager, Presenter, Producer, Writer, Youth/Community Worker 



Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ 
ability to use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their 
emotions, thinking, and learning.  National 4 provides learners with the opportunity 
to develop skills in Listening, Reading, Talking and Writing. These are skills which 
are essential for learning, life and work, and to use different media effectively for 
learning and communication.  

Analysis and Evaluation—pupils will  develop Listening and Reading skills in the contexts of 
literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills needed to understand, analyse and 
evaluate straightforward texts.  
 
Creation and Production— Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce straight-
forward texts in both written and oral forms.  
 
Literacy—develops the learners’ Reading, Listening, Writing and Talking skills in a variety of 
forms. 
 

Assessment 
 
This Course is made up of 
four mandatory Units: 
 Analysis and Evalua-

tion 
 Creation and Produc-

tion 
 Literacy 
 Added Value  
 
Learners must complete all 
four Units to gain an award. 
 

The Course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of 

skills: 

 listen, read, talk and write as appropriate to purpose, audience and context. 

 understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience 

in the contexts of literature, language and media. 

 create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context. 

 plan and research, integrating and applying language skills as appropriate to 

purpose. 

Progression/Pathways 

On successful completion 

of this Course, learners 

could progress to National 5 

English or the Scottish 

Studies Award. 

 

English has applications in 

many subject areas, and 

skills developed in this 

Course could support pro-

gression in this and other 

Careers                                         

The majority of employers and Fur-
ther education establishments look 
for National 4 English as an entry 
level qualification. 
 
The skills built through the course 
equip learners to understand, analyse 
and evaluate spoken and written 
texts, as well as imparting the neces-
sary skills in verbal and written com-
munication — vital in almost every 
career choice.  
 
 



Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ 
ability to use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their 
emotions, thinking, and learning. National 5 English aims to provide learners with 
the opportunity to develop the skills of listening, reading, talking and writing. As 
learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more 
easily, apply knowledge of language in practical and relevant contexts, and under-
take new and more challenging tasks in a variety of situations.  

English: Analysis and Evaluation 
The purpose of this aspect of the course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop 
Listening and Reading skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop 
the skills needed to understand, analyse and evaluate detailed texts. The texts studied will    in-
clude Scottish texts. 
 
English: Creation and Production  
The purpose of this aspect of the course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop 
Talking and  Writing skills in a range of contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create 
and produce detailed texts in both written and oral forms. 

Assessment 
 
Course Assessment takes 
the form of a Portfolio 
through which learners will 
demonstrate their Writing 
skills. There is also an    
external exam:  
 
Paper 1: Reading for Un-
derstanding, Analysis and 
Evaluation 
Paper 2: Critical Reading 
including the study of a 
Scottish writer. 

National 5 English offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range 

of skills:  

 listen, read, talk and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  

 understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience  

 create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context  

 plan and research, integrating and applying 

language skills as appropriate to purpose, 

Progression/Pathways 

Learners would normally be 
expected to have attained 
the skills and knowledge 
required by the National 4 
English Course or relevant 
component Units to embark 
on the N5 course.  
 
From National 5, most 
learners progress to study 
Higher English and a few 
go on to Advanced Higher 
English in the Senior Phase. 

Careers                                         

The majority of employers,  Further 
and Higher Education establishments 
look for National 5 English as an en-
try level   qualification. 
 

The skills built through the National 
5 course equip learners to understand, 
analyse and evaluate spoken and writ-
ten texts, as well as imparting the 
necessary skills in verbal and written 
communication.  
Careers in the arts, education, jour-
nalism, media, advertising, market-
ing, public relations, publishing, ad-
ministration, management and law, 
all require the high levels of literacy. 
 



Geography is the study of the Earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and environments. It is 
unique in bridging the social sciences with the natural sciences.  

The aims of Geography are to:                                                                                             
Develop geographical knowledge and understanding stimulating an interest in the world.                                          
Introduce students to geographical enquiry developing problem-solving and investigative 
skills. Help students understand the impact of humans in the landscape in which they 
live, and the implications for the sustainability of such interactions.                                    
Encourage a continuing interest in the environments and communities of the world, a 
critical awareness of different ways of life and different customs and a concern for the 
conservation and development of the earth for the welfare and happiness of its Inhabit-
ants. 

In S3, pupils will study the following topics:                                                                                    
Natural Regions: the study of tundra and equatorial tropical forest climates and their ecosystems; use 
and misuse of these environments by people; management strategies to minimise impact/effects.                                
Population: physical and human factors influencing global population distribution; implications of 
fast and slow growing populations.                                                                                                    

Assessment 
Pupils will be assessed at various points throughout S3, covering Knowledge and Understanding and 
Enquiry Skills. Assignments will be formally and informally assessed and include class work, end of 
unit assessments and research reports.  

Studying Geography allows students to gain a wide range of very employable and transferra-
ble skills and attributes. These include:     

Subject knowledge that is highly relevant to many of the challenges facing society and the 
environment today. 

Specialist and transferable skills including statistical, spatial and environmental  analysis.  

Strong analytical and research skills, critical analysis, ability to judge evidence and work 
across the social and natural sciences. 

An ability to collect, understand and interpret complex data and communicate it to a variety 
of audiences. 

Tackling problems and examining big issues at a variety of scales and from different perspec-
tives.  The experience of working in a team. 

Progression/pathways  

The study of N4/5 Geography is the main progression pathway from S3 in to S4. N5 takes learners on to 
Higher and Advanced Higher in S5 and S6.  

Careers 

Geographers work in the following sectors. Development and Global Issues - International Develop-
ment, non-government organisations, European Commission, UN Society, advertising, public relations, 
community work, police, teacher. Business World -. risk analysis, financial services, law-
yer,construction, town planning, environmental consultancy .Travel, Tourism and Leisure - airlines, trav-
el companies, educational fieldwork. The Physical Environment - hydrology, meteorology, conservation, 
ecology, environmental engineering, surveying, hazard response and management, agriculture. sustaina-
bility, waste and resource management, service provision.  



Our department equips our young people with important skills to improve health, food and 
consumer knowledge. We develop a range of cookery skills and techniques, when following 
a variety of recipes. We also develop an understanding of using different ingredients and an 
awareness of their sustainability, to establish a positive attitude to food throughout life.  

In S3 we cover 3 of the following main areas and in S4, pupils will specialise in either HFT or PC  

Health & Food Technology (HFT) 
Food for Health, Food Product Development and Contemporary Food Issues. 
Practical Cookery (PC) 
Organisational Skills for Cooking, Understanding and Using Ingredients and Cookery Skills, Tecniques 
and Processes  

Practical Cake Craft 
Cake Production and  Cake Decorating. 

We provide scope for developing skills, knowledge, understanding and attributes through crea-
tive, practical and work-related activities.  Learners will develop a range of transferable and em-
ployability skills including literacy, numeracy, evaluating, analysing, communicating, working 
with others, solving problems, managing time, planning, organising and taking responsibility for 
self-development.  

Assessment 
A range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department.  These include 

whole class discussions, teacher demonstrations, working in pairs, active learning, use of ICT 

including Google Classroom and a range of practical activities, including sensory analysis. In 

S4, learners will have the opportunity to specialise in one of two areas of Home Economics, 

either;  Health and Food Technology or Or Practical Cookery 

Pregression/Pathways 

Progression to National 4, 5 or Higher Health and Food Technology. 
Progression to National 3, 4 or 5 Practical Cookery.  
National 5 Practical Cake Craft in S5/6. 
 

Careers  

Home Economics enables learners to be inspired and equipped for careers within Health Care, Nutrition, Public 

Health, Food and Drink Industry, Sports Nutrition, Food Product Development, Trading Standards, Food Qual-

ity Assurance, Environmental Health, Teaching  



A conceptual understanding of the past and an ability to think independently. 
The ability to apply a detailed historical perspective in a range of contexts.  
A detailed understanding of the factors contributing to, and the impact of, historical 
events.  
The skills of investigating historical events and on the basis of evidence, forming 
views.  
The skills of explaining historical events, and drawing reasoned conclusions.  

Scotland in the Era of the Great War, 1910–1928  

Why so many Scots volunteered to fight and their experiences in the trenches of the Western 
Front; the impact of technology on warfare; the way in which the war changed life for people in 
Scotland, focusing on groups such as women and conscientious objectors; the impact of war on 
industries such as shipbuilding and fishing, and new industries that emerged in the 1920s; the 
political impact of the war on Scotland, from the campaigns for women’s suffrage and the rent 
strikes of 1915 to the extension of the franchise by 1928.  

Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA, 1918–1968 

The development of race relations in the USA during the years 1918–68: the social, political and 
economic status of different ethnic groups in the USA at the end of the First World War; the in-
justices of the ‘Jim Crow’ laws and the attitudes and activities of the Ku Klux Klan in the early 
to mid-twentieth century; the growing demand for civil rights after 1945 through peaceful pro-
test, and the particular role of Martin Luther King is assessed. 

Assessment 
 
Pupils will be assessed in 
formative and summative 
assessments in class on 
each of the course ele-
ments listed above. As-
sessments will focus on 
core Source Handling and 
Knowledge & Under-
standing progress.  

Developing and applying knowledge.  Researching and using information to develop 
analytical and compositional skills.  Evaluating the usefulness and contextualising 
evidence in a range of historical sources. 

History students develop techniques to use, interpret and evaluate a range of primary 
and secondary sources, in ways that also examine usefulness, purpose, bias and ac-
curacy.  Pupils develop a breadth of knowledge and depth of understanding of im-
portant areas of historical study.  

Progression/Pathways 

Study of National 4/5 His-
tory is the main progression 
route from S3 into S4, and 
progression in National 5 
leads on to Higher and Ad-
vanced Higher History in 
the Senior Phase. 

Careers                                        
The study of History equips learn-
ers with a broad range of transfera-
ble skills such as the ability to ana-
lyse information, solve problems 
and communicate effectively. 
Qualifications in History are versa-
tile and can enable students to pur-
sue careers in a variety of fields, 
such as the professions and educa-
tion, Civil Service, local govern-
ment, business, commerce, indus-
try, advertising and the media, mar-
keting, sales, information technolo-
gy, travel and tourism, heritage and 
culture. 



We aim to project Mathematics as a positive and enjoyable experience as well as an im-
portant part of the curriculum by: 

 ensuring pupils are taught the mathematical and numerical skills required for life, 
learning, employment and further study. 

 providing each pupil with the mathematical and numerical skills required for pro-
gression in other curriculum areas. 

 ensuring pupils understand the importance of Mathematics and the role it plays in 
the world around them. 

 encouraging pupils’ confidence, engagement and enjoyment in Mathematics 

 supporting every pupil to progress and achieve to the best of their ability in Mathe-
matics.  

In S3 pupils are set into ability sections for Maths.  

Those decisions are made on the basis of a pupil’s CfE progress achieved in S2. 

Pupils follow either a CfE 3rd level or 4th level course in S3. 

3rd level topics include: Pythagoras; equations; fractions, decimals & percentages; statistics; fi-
nance; angles; area & volume. 

4th level topics include: Pythagoras; trigonometry; statistics; finance; vectors; similarity; arc & sec-
tor; simultaneous equations. 

Assessment 
 
Pupils are assessed formally once a term, in addition to regular homework exercises, which are 
marked. 

 Interpreting questions; 

 Selecting and communicating processes and solutions; 

 Justifying the choice of strategy used; 

 Linking mathematical concepts; 

 Using mathematical vocabulary and notation; 

 Mental agility; 

 Algebraic reasoning; 

 Determining the reasonableness of a solution  

Careers 

Many careers require good mathematical and numeracy skills, for example: Aerospace engineer; Ac-
countant; Actuary; Architect; Astrologer; Builder; Cartographer; Chemist; Civil engineer; Computer 
scientist; Construction manager; Cost estimator; Economist ; Electrical Engineer; Electrician; Environ-
mental scientist; Events manager; Financial analyst; Industrial engineer; Landscaper gardener; Market 
researcher;  Mechanical engineer;  Operations research analyst; Physicist; Plumber; Statistician; Sur-
veyor; Systems analysts; Teacher; Urban planner. 



To prepare you for a National Qualification in French or Spanish.  
To give you a passion for languages!  To develop your skills for work, learning and life.  

You will develop your knowledge across the four contexts of Society, Learning, Culture and Em-
ployability. 

Asessment 

S3:  You sit assessments across the four  skills of Reading, Listening, Talking and Writing.  
 S4 National 4:  You will sit unit assessments in Reading, Listening, Talk-

ing and Writing and an Added Value Unit – Reading and Talking.  
 S4 National 5  Course assessment in Talking Performance, Writing As-

signment, Reading and Listening  

You will develop your literacy and communication skills. You will work with others. You 
will carry out research and develop presentation skills.  Language skills will help you 
when travelling in the future; you will discover new places and cultures, meet new friends 
and enrich your life with new experiences: maybe even live and work abroad  

Progression / Pathways 

 
Level Studied  

in S3 

Progression in S4 Progression in S5 Progression in S6 

Level 2 Level 3 Languages for 

life and work 

Level 4 Languages for Life 

and work or National 4 

National 4 in  a Second 

language 

National 5 

Level 3 National 4 National 5 Higher 

Level 4 National 5 Higher Advanced Higher 

Higher in a second lan-

guage 

The Scottish Baccalau-

reate in Languages 

Careers 
Language skills can be used in almost any career, and particularly in businesses that trade interna-
tionally.  Jobs directly related to languages include: - Academic researcher, Secondary school 
teacher/University lecturer, Interpreter, Translator, Political risk analyst. 
Jobs where a language qualification would be useful include:-Journalist, International aid/
development worker, Cabin Crew,Logistics and distribution manager,Travel rep, Import/Export 
Control Officer, Diplomatic service officer, Publishing executive, Civic Servant , Sales and 
marketing executive, English as a foreign language teacher 



 
Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativi-
ty. We aim to provide a high quality music education which will engage and in-
spire you to develop a love of music and your talent as a musician.  

our theatre facilities with Guildhall students 
Through music, you will develop your ability to express yourself and develop 
your personal creativity and self-confidence when performing and creating.   
Performing and creating music allows you to express yourself musically and to 
reflect on your learning.  This encourages you to think imaginatively and to ex-
plore and develop your own ideas, making use of your understanding of music 
concepts and applying this to your own practice. 
Understanding Music, through listening and analysis, enables you to build your 
knowledge and understanding of music, bringing depth to your learning and 
raising your social and cultural awareness of the influences on musicians and 
composers. 
As well as equipping you with the skills and knowledge to enter the music in-
dustry, Music provides you with a range of transferable skills which are of val-
ue to any employer. These include team working, verbal and communication 
skills, problem solving, time management and research skills. 

Assessment 
All pupils will be experi-
ence a variety of formative 
and summative assessment 
on each of the course ele-
ments previously listed.  
 

Progression/Pathways 
After completing 3rd year, 
you will have the oppor-
tunity to progress towards 
National 4, 5, Higher and 
Advanced Higher qualifica-
tions which focus more in 
depth on Performing, Un-
derstanding Music and 
Composing.   

Careers  
Music Teaching, Music 
Performance, Music Pub-
lishing, Music Manage-
ment, Music Therapy, 
Composition, Music Ad-
ministration, Primary 
Teaching, Arts Officer 

 

 

Performing 
You will be encouraged to sing/play music on two instruments, or one instrument and voice, 
performing music from a range of styles and cultures.  You will also have the opportunity to 
perform with others as part of a group.  All pupils are also encouraged to take part in extra 
curricular activities such as choirs, percussion groups, bands etc. 
Composing 
Through building musical literacy and analytical skills, you will learn to create and reflect on 
your own music.  
This area of the course gives you the opportunity to explore musical ideas, solve problems 
and make personal decisions to develop creativity and express individuality. 
Understanding Music 
You will listen to a variety of music and learn to identify concepts from different styles and 
genres.  Throughout the course, you will also be encouraged to give constructive feedback on 
you own work and the work of others, including professionals. 



In Music Technology, we aim to expose you to as many of the areas of the mu-
sic industry as possible, giving you an in-depth understanding of the technolo-

gy behind the music production process. 

You will develop practical technical skills though creative use of music technol-
ogy in a range of contexts.  The course includes some opportunities for personal-
isation and choice in the selection of a variety of contexts for learning.   
You will develop your ability to express yourself through music technology, 
which encourages the development of creativity and independence.  While devel-
oping original ideas for music and sound, you will begin to critically reflect on 
your learning and the quality of your work. 
The course encourages you to become successful, independent and creative in 
your use of technologies and to continue to develop the attributes and capabili-
ties of the four capacities, including creativity, flexibility and adaptability, enthu-
siasm and a willingness to learn, perseverance and resilience, responsibility, reli-
ability, confidence and enterprise. 
As well as equipping you with the skills and knowledge to enter the music indus-
try, Music Technology provides you with a range of transferable skills which are 
valuable to any employer. These include ICT skills, communication skills team-
working skills, research/critical thinking skills, creativity/problem-solving skills, 
organisational/time management skills, commercial awareness. 

Assessment 
All pupils will be expe-

rience a variety of form-

ative and summative 

assessment on each of 

the course elements pre-

viously listed.  

Progression/Pathways 
After completing 3rd year, 

you will have the oppor-

tunity to progress towards 

National 4, 5 and Higher 

qualifications which focus 

more in depth on recording, 

mixing and editing audio.  

Careers 
Producer, Recording Engi-
neer, Video Game sound 
designer, Music Therapist, 
ADR recordist – film indus-
try, Acoustical Engineer, 
Dialogue Editor (Film, TV 
and Video Games), Sound 
designer (Theatre). 

Music Technology in Context 

You will investigate a technology timeline of recording and sound production techniques.  
 
Understanding Music 

Genres and recording techniques will be explored to enhance musical understanding and appre-

ciation of 20th and 21st century Music.  

It should be noted that there is no requirement in this course for musical performance. 
 
Music Technology Skills 

You will develop recording and editing skills by using hardware and software to capture and 
manipulate audio. The culmination of the acquisition and development of the above skills will 
lead to the creation of one or more of the following projects: radio show, audio book, foley work 

and music to video game or film footage. In addition, you will maintain a logbook journaling 
this creative process. 



Develop knowledge and understanding of philosophical theories about the mind,        
knowledge, truth and morality  
Develop critical and creative thinking skills-including analysis, problem solving and 
evaluation -and the ability to engage with abstract ideas and concepts 
Develop literacy and communication skills (reading philosophical texts, writing, discus-
sion and debate) 
 

Arguments in Action 

The aim of this unit is to develop the pupil’s ability to ‘think philosophically’ by developing the 
skills necessary to critically analyse and evaluate information, texts, theories and arguments, and to 
communicate their own viewpoints in a persuasive manner. A wide variety of everyday, political 
and philosophical contexts enable pupils to see the relevance of critical thinking skills to academic 
study and other areas of life  

Moral Philosophy 
The aim of this unit is to examine, understand and debate specific moral theories and moral and so-
cial issues. Learners will apply a range of ethical theories to real-life situations and scenarios in a 
range of contexts, for example, Crime and Punishment and Medical Ethics. Learners develop neces-
sary skills to communicate their own opinions on theories explored and issues considered.  

Asessment 

Pupils will be assessed in formative and summative assessments in class on each of the course ele-
ments listed above. Assessments will focus on core Knowledge & Understanding, Analysis and 
Evaluation progress.  

Developing and applying literacy and thinking skills 

Understanding and interpreting ideas, opinions and information presented in sources, for a 
purpose  

Creating texts which communicate ideas, opinions and information, to meet a purpose  

Using existing information to solve problems in a different context 

Planning, organising and completing tasks 

Analysing and evaluating situations and issues, and using judgement to reach conclusions 

Communicating ideas, opinions and information for a purpose and within a context 

Progression / Pathways 

Study of National 5 Philosophy is the main progression route from S3 into S4, and progression in Na-
tional 5 leads on to Higher Philosophy in the Senior Phase  

Careers   

The study of Philosophy equips learners with a broad range of transferable skills such as the ability to 
analyse information, solve problems and communicate effectively. Qualifications in Philosophy are 
versatile and can enable students to pursue careers in a variety of fields, such as the professions and 
education, law, Civil Service, local government, business, commerce, industry, advertising and the me-
dia, marketing, information technology,travel and tourism, heritage and culture. 



The aims of the PE elective course is to extend the interest of those pupils who have an 
aspiration in PE and wish to pursue a career in Sport or intend to take PE for further 

National qualification. 

 

The course will be mainly practical based, with 2 tailored pathways to suit the interests of pupils: 

The creative and aesthetic pathway will develop further practical study mainly in activities such as 
Gymnastics, Dance and Trampolining, as well as a choice of another activity. 

The Games pathway will feature a variety of indoor and outdoor games and there may be an oppor-
tunity to select exclusively within this pathway. 

Assessment 

Pupils will be assessed in 2 of their preferred activities. 

There will also be a theoretical element involved around the understanding of Physical, Emotional, 
Mental and Social factors and how they impact performance. There will be end of unit tests to con-
solidate comprehension of coursework. 

There will be a small amount of homework included and practical activities will be different from 
core PE in order that pupils have a broader range of experience.  

Progression/Pathways 

Pupils can progress onto National 5 Physical Education, Sport and Recreation courses or a National 
Progression award in Individual or Team Sports. 

Careers 

Career pathways in PE evolve around PE teaching, coaching, Sports development and work within 
the leisure industry.  

Pupil will predominantly develop interpersonal and communication skills 

with an aspect of leadership in the course. There will also be a large invest-

ment in practical skills and development of evaluating skills of performance. 



To develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics through practical scientific 
activities.  To expand your scientific analytical thinking and problem-solving skills in a 
physics context and develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in phys-
ics.  

Physics is a key part of science and technology; it deals with how and why things behave as they do in 
the Universe. Physics is used to solve problems: environmental, social, health, technological and many 
more. It’s about practical things but also involves ideas such as the origin of the universe and the tiniest 
building blocks of all materials. 

During the course you will be studying different areas of physics: 

The Electricity topic will build on your learning and understanding from S1 Electricity progressing to 
producing formulae from your experimental results. 

In the Transport topic you will be measuring the speeds and accelerations of moving objects.  

The Electromagnetic Spectrum topic is where you learn about the applications of all the members from 
radio waves through to gamma radiation and how these applications affect our lives. 

Learning about Cosmology will allow you to describe and explain the structure and scale of the Uni-
verse, while considering how humans can explore Space. 

Finally, Waves and Radiation will build on your learning and understanding from S2 Waves while also 
progressing and expanding that learning to a more advanced level. 

An Investigative Skills topic will focus on the skills required for the Sciences with a focus on 
Physics.  These skills will be practised throughout the course to provide plenty of opportunities to 
master them. 

Assessment 
You and your teacher will be able to assess your progress through a variety of methods: how 

you perform in class each day; the questions you ask and answer, and your contributions to dis-

cussions; the quality of your written work; how well you carry out practical tasks and your anal-

yses of the results; the thought you put into your learning; and the effort you put into your 

homework.  Ultimately, there will be tests to check your knowledge, understanding and prob-

lem-solving abilities.  Your progress will be judged against the success criteria provided for 

each topic . 

Progress/Pathways 

This course leads onto National 4 or National 5 Physics in S4 depending on performance in S3.  

Careers 
By studying Physics at school you're opening the door to a wide variety of rewarding careers. As well as learn-
ing about how the universe works, you'll get a broad training in skills that all employers value – an ability to 
grasp concepts quickly, a determination to find coherent answers, not to mention problem-solving, analytical, 
mathematical and IT skills. Even if you don't end up working in a physics-related industry, these skills are still 
highly regarded. Studying Physics is a good way of keeping your options open and earning a good salary. 
There are many different job sectors that employ Physicists: energy, health and medicine, education and re-
search, Space, environment, information technology, telecoms, finance and legal, transport, engineering, archi-
tecture, and media etc.   
Find out about possible careers at www.physics.org/careers  

http://www.iop.org/publications/iop/archive/page_52049.html
file:///C:/Users/hclements/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/L21WSBCB/www.physics.org/careers

