DUNCANRIG SECONDARY SCHOOL

S3 into S4

SUBJECT REVIEW

Session 2020 – 2021

1

Curriculum for Excellence : The Senior Phase

Contents

Page

Introduction

3

The Core Courses
English
Mathematics
Physical Education
Personal and Social Education
Religious, Moral & Philosophical Education

7
11
16
17
17

The Elective Courses
Administration and IT
Accounting
Art and Design
Biology
Business Management
Chemistry
Computing Science
Games Development
Design and Manufacture
Drama
Geography
Graphic Communication
Health and Food Technology
History
Modern Languages
Modern Studies
Music
Music Technology
Philosophy
Physical Education
Physics
Practical Cookery
Practical Woodworking

18
21
23
26
31
33
35
37
39
42
44
46
49
56
58
63
65
67
69
71
73
76
78

Practice Subject Review Form

79

2

Curriculum for Excellence : The Senior Phase

Introduction for Parents/Guardians
In the first three years at Duncanrig Secondary your child has experienced the Curriculum
for Excellence, the Scottish Government’s flagship education policy, designed to raise
standards and to better prepare pupils for the post-school destination to which they aspire.
Under Curriculum for Excellence First to Third Year is known as the Broad General
Education. Towards the end of this phase pupils will review the subjects they are studying
to determine the subjects they wish to continue into the Senior Phase, S4 – 6. Pupils will
choose the subjects which will deliver qualifications which lead to their desired post-school
destinations e.g. employment, training, further, or higher education.
Pupils start to personalise their curriculum in Second Year when they make choices within
curricular areas. Your child will now make the very important decisions about which subjects
they would like to take forward. This will involve choosing subjects from the National
Qualifications Framework: this includes the National 3, National 4 and National 5
courses. The school is now providing you and your child with information and advice to assist
in making these crucial decisions.
In Fourth Year pupils will study 7 subjects for 4 periods each week. This gives them the time
to study each subject in depth and thoroughly prepares them for their qualifications.
This booklet is designed to give you the information you require to support your child in
making choices for the Senior Phase. Please read it carefully. If you have any questions,
please contact Mrs M. Reid or Mrs Meldrum (DHT S4) or your child’s Pastoral Support teacher.

Entry into S4 Courses
The Recommended Level for entry into S4 courses is contained in your child’s latest S3 report.
“Recommended Level” is the National Qualification level upon which your child will embark
at the beginning of S4 for the courses he/she chooses to continue studying. The
recommended level is made in the understanding/assumption that your child will continue to
progress at his/her current rate. This is obviously dependent upon such things as attendance,
effort, work rate and attitude being sustained. Any deterioration in these could result in your
child failing to achieve that level and, consequently, being presented at a lower level. The
comment is not a prediction: it is a target to be worked for and achieved. If a change of
level is required during S4 you will be contacted by the Principal Teacher or Faculty Head of
the course(s) in question.
Recommended Levels:




National 3
National 4
National 5
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What are the pupils’ responsibilities?
The pupil is of course the key player in the options review process. It is very important that
each pupil recognises their responsibilities, and your support in encouraging them to play a
full part in the process helps to ensure that good choices are made.
Pupil responsibilities include:







Completing realistic self-assessments taking account of their own interests and
aptitudes
Discussing possible subject choices with their teachers
Researching possible career interests and opportunities
Discussing their subject review at home
Completing their Interview Preparation Sheet
Meeting relevant deadlines for returning forms

Advice on Making Choices
There is no simple formula that we can offer to help parents and pupils choose the most
appropriate options for Fourth Year. Pupils vary considerable in ability, interests and career
intentions. We hope that the following list will help to inform the important decisions to be
made.
a) Ability:

It goes without saying that pupils and parents
should try to select subjects which reflect a pupil’s
aptitude and ability.

b) Interest:

It is important for pupils to show an interest in a
subject as this can greatly improve their enjoyment
and chance of success. However, pupils may have
to prioritise options required as career qualifications
in the Senior Phase.

c) Progression through the Senior Phase:
By making options for the Senior Phase pupils are
making choices about what they will study for
Nationals and planning for what they may take in
Fifth and Sixth Year.
d) Friends’ choices:

Many pupils simply choose an option because their
friends have chosen it. We would strongly advise
that this is not a valid reason for choosing a
particular option.
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This booklet has been carefully put together by our teachers to assist pupils in making an
informed choice of what courses to take National Qualifications in. Each subject has provided
an overview of what their course aims are, what skills pupils will learn, how these are
assessed and what further progression into S5 they can offer. Along with the other supports
that we have planned for our Third Year pupils, such as their individual interview, the
information contained here will allow pupils to make the decisions that are right for them so
that they have a Senior Phase curriculum that affords them enjoyment, challenge, academic
success and the capacity to exceed their potential.
Further information
The Education Scotland website gives useful information for parents on CfE, National 4s and
5s and the Senior phase: http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone/index.asp
SQA website: http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/46161.html
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at school.
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Duncanrig Secondary School : S3 INTO S4 SUBJECT APPLICATION FORM 2017/2018
You will study English, Mathematics, PSE, Core PE, RMPS and five other subjects. Using the grid
below, select 5 unique subjects as directed on the form. Indicate using a tick whether you expect to
study your chosen subjects at National 5 (N5) or National 4 (N4). If a cell is blacked out then the
subject is not available at that level of study.
SECTION 1

SECTION 2

SECTION 3

Select a MAXIMUM of TWO
subjects from this section

Select a MINIMUM of TWO
subjects from this section

If required select ONE subject NOT
already selected

Course

Nat 5 Nat 4

Course

Nat 5 Nat 4

Course

Administration & IT

Accounting

Accounting

Art & Design

Business Management

Administration & IT

Biology

Drama

Art & Design

Chemistry

French

Biology

Computing Science
or
Games Development

Geography

Business Management

History

Chemistry

Design & Manufacture

Computing Science
or
Games Development

Health & Food Tech
or
Practical Cookery

Modern Studies
PE (Games)
or
PE
(Creative/Aesthetic)
Philosophy

Practical Woodwork

Spanish

Graphic Communication

Nat 5 Nat 4

Design & Manufacture
Drama
French

Music

Geography

Music Technology

Nat 3
Languages for
Life & Work

Physics

Graphic Communication
Health & Food Tech
or
Practical Cookery
History

Pupil Name
(in Capitals)

Modern Studies

Registration Class

Music

Signature of Parent/Carer

Music Technology

Please note that you may not be able to study all subjects indicated.
The viability of a courses is dependent on a number of factors such as pupil uptake, the
recommendation of Principal Teachers and the availability of staff. This form will not be
processed unless signed by your parent/carer.
Your completed form must be submitted to your Pastoral Support teacher so that it
can be approved and processed.
Approved (Initials)

Date

PE (Games)
or
PE (Creative/Aesthetic)
Philosophy
Practical Woodwork
Physics

Pastoral
Teacher
DHT
Office
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English (National 4)
Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ ability to
use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their emotions, thinking,
learning and sense of personal identity.
The English Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in Listening,
Reading, Talking and Writing. These are skills which are essential for learning, life and work,
to develop an individual’s ability to communicate their thoughts and feelings, and respond to
those of other people, and to use different media effectively for learning and communication.
The Course enables learners to understand and use vocabulary, word patterns, text
structures and style. Learners recognise, analyse and use language for a range of purposes.
Through this Course, learners develop the ability to understand and use language in practical
and relevant contexts.
The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the
skills of Listening, Reading, Talking and Writing in order to understand and use language. As
learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily,
apply knowledge of language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to
undertake new and more challenging tasks in a variety of situations.
The Course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In
particular, the Course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to:






listen, read, talk and write as appropriate to purpose, audience and context
understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in
the contexts of literature, language and media
create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context
plan and research, integrating and applying language skills as appropriate to purpose,
audience and context
apply knowledge of language

Course structure
This Course is made up of four mandatory Units. The Course provides learners with the
opportunity to develop their Listening, Talking, Reading and Writing skills in order to
understand and use language.
English: Analysis and Evaluation (National 4)
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop Listening and
Reading skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills
needed to understand, analyse and evaluate straightforward texts.
English: Creation and Production (National 4)
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop Talking and
Writing skills in familiar contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce
straightforward texts in both written and oral forms.
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Literacy (National 4)
The purpose of this Unit is to develop the learners’ Reading, Listening, Writing and Talking
skills in a variety of forms relevant for learning, life and work. Learners develop the ability to
understand straightforward ideas and information presented orally and in writing. Learners
also develop the ability to communicate ideas and information orally and in writing with
technical accuracy.
Added Value Unit: English Assignment (National 4)
The purpose of this Added Value Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to apply
their language skills to investigate and report on a chosen topic. This assignment will allow
the learner to demonstrate challenge and application.
Conditions of award
To achieve the National 4 English Award, learners must pass all of the required Units,
including the Added Value Unit. The required Units are shown in the Course outline section.
National 4 Courses are graded “Pass” or “Fail”.
Course Entry Requirements
Entry to this Course is based on teacher recommendation. However, learners would normally
be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the National 3 English
Course or relevant component Units. In terms of prior learning and experience, relevant BGE
benchmarks may also provide an appropriate basis for doing this Course.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work
All English Courses are at the heart of the development of the communication skills that are
an essential component of a good education. It equips pupils with the ability to understand
and interpret ideas, opinions and information they read and hear. It teaches them about
handling information so that they can make reasoned and informed decisions.
Communicating with others is vital to a successful future for a learner. All English courses
encourage high quality written and verbal communication to convey ideas, opinions and
information.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:



National 5 English
Scottish Studies Award

English has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course could
support progression in this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support
progression into Skills for Work Courses, National Progression Awards, National Certificate
Group Awards, and employment.
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English (National 5)
Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ ability to
use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their emotions, thinking,
learning and sense of personal identity.
The English Course provides learners with the opportunity to develop skills in Listening,
Reading, Talking and Writing. These are skills which are essential for learning, life and work,
to develop an individual’s ability to communicate their thoughts and feelings, respond to
those of other people, and to use different media effectively for learning and communication.
The Course enables learners to understand and use vocabulary, word patterns, text
structures and style. Learners recognise, analyse and use language for a range of purposes.
Through this Course, learners develop the ability to understand and use language in practical
and relevant contexts.
The main purpose of the Course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the
skills of Listening, Reading, Talking and Writing in order to understand and use language. As
learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily,
apply knowledge of language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to
undertake new and more challenging tasks in a variety of situations.
The Course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In
particular, the Course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to:






listen, read, talk and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context
understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose and audience in
the contexts of literature, language and media
create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context
plan and research, integrating and applying language skills as appropriate to purpose,
audience and context
apply knowledge of language

Course structure
This Course is made up of two mandatory Units:
English: Analysis and Evaluation
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop Listening and
Reading skills in the contexts of literature, language and media. Learners develop the skills
needed to understand, analyse and evaluate detailed texts. The texts studied must include
Scottish texts.
English: Creation and Production
The purpose of this Unit is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop Talking and
Writing skills in a range of contexts. Learners develop the skills needed to create and produce
detailed texts in both written and oral forms.
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Course Assessment
At National 5, the added value will be assessed in the Course Assessment. In the National 5
English Course, added value will focus on challenge and application. Learners will provide
evidence of their Reading and Writing skills. A Spoken Language component forms part of
the assessment of the course.
Additionally, Course Assessment will take the form of a portfolio through which learners will
demonstrate their Writing skills. At National 5 there is also an external exam at the end of
the course: it will be a question paper through which learners will demonstrate their Reading
skills. Learners will answer at least one question on a Scottish text.
Course Entry Requirements
Entry to this Course is based on teacher recommendation. However, learners would normally
be expected to have attained the skills and knowledge required by the National 4 English
Course or relevant component Units. In terms of prior learning and experience, relevant BGE
benchmarks will also provide an appropriate basis for doing this Course.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work
All English Courses are at the heart of the development of the communication skills that are
an essential component of a good education. It equips pupils with the ability to understand
and interpret ideas, opinions and information they read and hear. It teaches them about
handling information so that they can make reasoned and informed decisions.
Communicating with others is vital to a successful future for a learner. All English courses
encourage high quality written and verbal communication to convey ideas, opinions and
information.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:


Higher English

English has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course could
support progression in this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support
progression into Skills for Work Courses, National Progression Awards, National Certificate
Group Awards, and employment.

10

Curriculum for Excellence : The Senior Phase

Mathematics (National 4 or National 5)
National 4 Mathematics

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us
and to manage our lives. Using mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and
make connections and informed predictions. It equips us with the skills we need to interpret
and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess risk and make informed
decisions.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work include:
 Develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve straightforward,
real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement and probability.
 As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to use and
how to apply those skills to an appropriate level of accuracy.
 Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding
of probability to identify solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving
money, time and measurement.
 Learners will use their solutions to make and explain decisions.
Course Content
This Course will develop learners’ ability to:
 understand and use straightforward mathematical concepts and relationships
 select and apply straightforward operational skills in algebra, geometry, trigonometry
and statistics within familiar mathematical contexts
 select and apply straightforward skills in numeracy
 use straightforward mathematical models
 use mathematical reasoning skills to interpret information presented in straightforward
ways, to select a strategy to solve a problem, and to communicate solutions.
Course Entry Requirements
The Course would be suitable for learners who have experienced breadth and depth of
learning across mathematics experiences and outcomes at Level 3, or who have attained the
National 3 Applications of Mathematics Course, or have equivalent qualification or experience.
Assessment
Unit assessment
Pupils will be assessed each term using combined assessment, based on these 3 units:
Mathematics: Expressions and Formulae (National 4)
 use mathematical operational skills linked to expressions and formulae
 use mathematical reasoning skills linked to expressions and formulae
Mathematics: Relationships (National 4)
 use mathematical operational skills linked to relationships
 use mathematical reasoning skills linked to relationships
Numeracy (National 4)
 use numerical skills to solve straightforward, real-life problems involving
money/time/measurement
 interpret graphical data and situations involving probability to solve straightforward
real-life problems involving money/time/measurement
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Towards the end of the course, pupils will sit the Added Value Unit assessment.
At National 4, added value will be assessed in an Added Value Unit. This will address the key
purposes and aims of the course.
In the National 4 Mathematics Course, the Added Value Unit will focus on breadth and
challenge. The learner will draw on and apply the skills they have learned across the other
three Units. This will be assessed through a test, which will offer opportunities to demonstrate
the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired from across the Units of the Course, sometimes
in integrated ways. As an aid to meeting these aims, skills in using a calculator will be
developed and a calculator will be permitted in part of the test.
Conditions of award
To achieve the National 4 Mathematics Course, learners must pass all of the required Units,
including the Added Value Unit. National 4 Courses are not graded.
Homework
 Pupils will have continuation homework after most lessons when they get Maths. This
homework shouldn’t take too long (approximately 15 – 30 minutes) and has to be
completed for the next Maths lesson. This allows pupils to reinforce their learning and
helps them to retain knowledge over a longer period.
 Pupils also receive homework exercises on a regular basis. This is handed in and
marked by the teacher – marking takes the form of comments and a percentage score.
These exercises should take approximately 30 – 60 minutes to complete. Pupils have
one week to finish these exercises.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:
 National 5 Mathematics
 National 4 Applications of Mathematics
 National 5 Applications of Mathematics
Mathematics has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course could
support progression in this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support
progression into Skills for Work Courses, National Progression Awards, National Certificate
Group Awards, and employment.

National 4 Applications of Mathematics

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us
and to manage our lives. Using mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and
make connections and informed predictions. It equips us with the skills we need to interpret
and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess risk and make informed
decisions.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work include:
 Develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve straightforward,
real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement and probability.
 As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to use and
how to apply those skills to an appropriate level of accuracy.
 Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding
of probability to identify solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving
money, time and measurement.
 Learners will use their solutions to make and explain decisions.
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Course Content
This Course will:







motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply mathematical
skills to tackle straightforward real-life problems or situations
develop the ability to interpret straightforward real-life problems or situations involving
mathematics
develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards the use of
mathematics in straightforward real-life situations
apply mathematical operational skills with an appropriate degree of accuracy
use mathematical reasoning skills to assess risk, draw conclusions and explain
decisions
communicate mathematical information in an appropriate way

Course Entry Requirements
The Course would be suitable for learners who have experienced breadth and depth of
learning across mathematics experiences and outcomes at Level 3, or who have attained the
National 3 Applications of Mathematics Course, or have equivalent qualification or experience.
Assessment
Unit assessment
Pupils will be assessed each term using combined assessment, based on these 4 units:
Applications of Mathematics: Geometry and Measure (National 4)
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas
and strategies that can be applied to geometry and measurement in straightforward real-life
contexts. This includes using skills in interpreting and in using shape, space and measures to
determine and explain solutions. The Outcomes cover aspects of geometry and measurement
in real-life situations requiring mathematical reasoning.
Applications of Mathematics: Finance and Statistics (National 4)
The general aim of this Unit is to develop skills that focus on the use of mathematical ideas
and strategies that can be applied to managing finance and statistics in straightforward reallife contexts. This includes using skills in budgeting as well as skills in organising and
presenting data, to explain solutions and/or draw conclusions. The Outcomes cover aspects
of finance and statistics in real-life situations requiring mathematical reasoning.
Numeracy (National 4)
The general aim of this Unit is to develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills
to solve straightforward, real-life problems involving number, money, time and
measurement. As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to
use and how to apply these skills to an appropriate level of accuracy. Learners will also
interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding of probability to identify
solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving money, time and measurement.
Learners will use their solutions to make and explain decisions.
Added Value Unit: Applications of Mathematics Test (National 4)
The general aim of this Unit is to enable the learner to provide evidence of added value for
the National 4 Applications of Mathematics Course through successful completion of a test
which will allow the learner to demonstrate breadth and application. Breadth and application
will be demonstrated through the use of mathematical ideas and strategies that can be
applied to organising and planning straightforward aspects in personal life, the workplace
13
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and the wider world. This will include the application and integration of financial,
measurement, geometric and statistical skills in real-life contexts involving reasoning.
Numerical skills underpin all aspects of the Unit and the ability to use these without the aid
of a calculator will also be assessed.
Conditions of award
To achieve the National 4 Applications of Mathematics Course, learners must pass all of the
required Units, including the Added Value Unit. National 4 Courses are not graded.
Homework
 Pupils will have continuation homework after most lessons when they get Maths. This
homework shouldn’t take too long (approximately 15 – 30 minutes) and has to be
completed for the next Maths lesson. This allows pupils to reinforce their learning and
helps them to retain knowledge over a longer period.
 Pupils also receive homework exercises on a regular basis. This is handed in and
marked by the teacher – marking takes the form of comments and a percentage score.
These exercises should take approximately 30 – 45 minutes to complete. Pupils have
one week to finish these exercises.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:
 National 5 Applications of Mathematics
Mathematics has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course could
support progression in this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support
progression into Skills for Work Courses, National Progression Awards, National Certificate
Group Awards, and employment.

National 5 Mathematics

Mathematics is important in everyday life, allowing us to make sense of the world around us
and to manage our lives. Using mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and
make connections and informed predictions. It equips us with the skills we need to interpret
and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess risk and make informed
decisions.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work include:
 Develop learners’ numerical and information handling skills to solve straightforward,
real-life problems involving number, money, time and measurement.
 As learners tackle real-life problems, they will decide what numeracy skills to use and
how to apply those skills to an appropriate level of accuracy.
 Learners will also interpret graphical data and use their knowledge and understanding
of probability to identify solutions to straightforward real-life problems involving
money, time measurement and probability.
 Learners will use their solutions to make and explain decisions.
Course Content
This Course will develop learners’ ability to:
 understand and use straightforward mathematical concepts and relationships
 select and apply straightforward operational skills in algebra, geometry, trigonometry
and statistics within mathematical contexts
 select and apply skills in numeracy
 use mathematical models
 use mathematical reasoning skills to interpret information, to select a strategy to solve
a problem, and to communicate solutions.
14
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Course Entry Requirements
Learners would normally be expected to have attained the skills, knowledge and
understanding required by the following or equivalent qualifications and/or experience:
National 4 Mathematics Course or relevant component Units
Assessment
There are no formal internal Unit Assessments at this level. Class tests to measure progress
will be carried out.
Course assessment
At the end of the course, pupils will sit the SQA Course assessment in May – this is an external
assessment, consisting of Paper 1 (a 75 minute non-calculator paper) and Paper 2 (a 110
minute calculator paper).
The learner will draw on and apply the skills they have learned during the Course. This will
be assessed within a question paper, requiring application of the breadth of knowledge and
skills acquired from across the Course, sometimes in integrated ways. As an aid to meeting
these aims, skills in using a calculator will be developed and a calculator will be permitted in
part of the question paper.
Homework
 Pupils will have continuation homework after most lessons when they get Maths. This
homework shouldn’t take too long (approximately 15 – 30 minutes) and has to be
completed for the next Maths lesson. This allows pupils to reinforce their learning and
helps them to retain knowledge over a longer period.
 Pupils also receive homework exercises on a regular basis. This is handed in and
marked by the teacher – marking takes the form of comments and a percentage score.
These exercises should take approximately 60 – 90 minutes to complete. Pupils have
one week to finish these exercises.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
On successful completion of this Course, the learner could progress to:
 Higher Mathematics
 National 5 Applications of Mathematics
Mathematics has applications in many subject areas, and skills developed in this Course could
support progression in this and other curriculum areas. These skills can also support
progression into Skills for Work Courses, National Progression Awards, National Certificate
Group Awards, and employment.
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Physical Education (Core)
All pupils in S4 have two periods of Core Physical Education on their time-table.
This time will provide the opportunity for pupils to exercise a degree of choice in the activities
that are undertaken.
Activities offered during S4 include:
Hockey/Rugby/Football
Basketball/Netball
Badminton/Table-Tennis
Fitness suite/Group fitness classes
Dance and Social Dance
Volleyball/Handball
Athletics/Cross-country/Orienteering
Trampolining
The courses will run as specific pathways and will include a Football leaders and Dance
Directors course to extend values of pupil citizenship and leadership.
As always the aim is to encourage maximum participation in every lesson.
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Personal and Social Education
Duncanrig Secondary aims to ensure that every member of the school community achieves
his or her full potential. The weekly PSE period is a vital part of this process.
It supports academic achievement by supporting students in reviewing their progress,
developing study skills, and setting personal targets.
It also supports wider personal development by giving students the opportunity to learn
about and reflect on key areas of their lives, including citizenship, health education and career
plans as well as delivering Health and Wellbeing aspects of the curriculum. The high priority
given to this work is reflected in the fact that PSE is taught by Pupil Support staff and staff
who have particular training and expertise in this area.
Further information about the PSE programme is available from Mrs Carroll, Depute Head
Teacher, or any member to the Pupil Support Team (Pastoral).

Religious, Moral and Philosophical Studies (Core)
In S4 the Religious and Moral Education programme deals with the cultural richness and
diversity found within contemporary society and examines moral and ethical issues.
It gives students the opportunity to evaluate their own responses and does not seek to
promote any one particular viewpoint. On completion students will be able to
a. Recognise the moral dimension underlying a number of Social Issues.
b. Describe the responses of organisation/individuals to selected major social issues and
evaluate these.
c. Understand the role of religion in relation to various social issues.
d. Be aware of the variety of religious / cultural groups in contemporary society, in the
UK and Worldwide.
e. Know and Understand some practices and customs that distinguish the lifestyles of
religious / cultural groups and evaluate them.
f. Understand and evaluate the implications of living in a society with different lifestyles.
Successful completion of the Fourth Year Religious and Moral Education course will result in
certification in Free Standing National 4 Units.
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Administration & IT (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Administration & IT?
Administration is a growing sector which cuts across the entire economy and offers wideranging employment opportunities. Moreover, administrative and IT skills have extensive
application not only in employment but also in other walks of life.
This course contains a significant practical component. Pupils learn the skills,
knowledge and understanding related to Administration & IT through practical
activities. Its use of real-life contexts makes it relevant to the world of work and
will enable learners to work towards industry standard in IT in an administrativerelated context.
Course Content – National 4
The Course comprises of four units:
Administrative Practices
The purpose of this Unit is to give learners a broad introduction to administration in the
workplace. Learners will develop an understanding of key legislation, good customer care
and the skills, qualities and attributes required of administrators. This Unit also involves
carrying out a range of administrative tasks required for organising and supporting events.
IT Solutions for Administrators
The purpose of this Unit is to develop learners’ skills in IT, using
software such as word processing, spreadsheets and databases. The
Unit will allow emerging technologies to be incorporated so as to
ensure that its content remains current and relevant.
Communication in Administration
Learners will develop an understanding of what constitutes a reliable source of information
and an ability to identify and use the most appropriate methods for gathering information.
They will also become able to communicate information in ways appropriate to its context,
audience and purpose.
Added Value Unit: Administration and IT Assignment
The purpose of this Unit is to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in
the other three units. Learners will undertake practical administration- and IT-based tasks to
organise and support a small-scale event or events.

18
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Course Content – National 5
The course comprises two areas of study:
Theory
Candidates are introduced to the responsibilities of organisations, the skills/qualities and
tasks (duties) of the administrative support function, and the impact of these in the
workplace.
IT applications
Candidates develop skills in IT, problem-solving, organising, and managing information. They
select IT applications to create and edit business documents, gather and share information,
and develop skills to communicate information.
Methodology
As the emphasis of this course is on the development of skills and the application of those
skills, the majority of time will be spent using ICT equipment. Knowledge and
Understanding will be developed through a wide range of teaching methodologies – whole
class discussion, partner/individual activities and practical tasks.

Assessment
National 4 only
All individual Units are internally assessed, on a pass/fail basis, upon completion of the Unit.
National 5 only - Assignment and Question Paper
The assignment gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate:






skills in using IT functions in word-processing, desktop publishing, and presentations to
produce and process information
skills in using technology for investigation
skills in using technology for electronic communication
skills in problem-solving
administration theory

The assignment is set by SQA on an annual basis and is conducted in centres under a high
degree of supervision and control.
The question paper gives candidates the opportunity to demonstrate:




using IT functions in spreadsheet and database applications to produce and process
information
problem-solving
administration theory

The question paper is set and marked by SQA. It is conducted in centres during the exam
diet.
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Homework
Homework will be given at appropriate times in the course in order to support learning.
Skills for Learning, Life and Work
Learners will develop a range of both generic and subject-specific skills, including the
ability to use the following IT applications: word processing, spreadsheets, databases,
presentations and desktop publishing; and the ability to use technology, including the
internet, for electronic communication and investigation.
Learners will also develop the skills, qualities and attributes to organise and support
small-scale events.
The Course will support learners’ personal and social development and will serve them
very well in their day-to-day lives, as well as preparing them for the next stage in their
education and for entering the world of work. Whatever path they choose, those who
have completed this Course will thus be able to play their part in the economic and
social life of the 21st century effectively.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:
 National 4 Administration & IT into National 5 Administration & IT
 National 5 Administration & IT into Higher Administration & IT
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Accounting – National 5
Why Study Accounting?
Accounting is a key function in all organisations. Without effective accounting procedures
and accountants to provide timely and relevant financial information to management,
organisations may perform less successfully than they otherwise might.
This Course introduces learners to the dynamic world of business by developing skills in
communicating essential financial information, in a variety of presentation formats, to the
various stakeholders of an organisation.
Accounting also relates to many aspects of everyday life and, therefore, gives learners
experiences which are topical and which develop skills for learning, life and work. It also
supports learners personal financial awareness.
Course Content
The Course comprises two areas of study:
Financial Accounting
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding to prepare, interpret and analyse
financial accounting information by using the relevant accounting concepts and techniques.
This information is used by stakeholders to assess their organisation’s current financial
position.
Management Accounting
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding of internal accounting information,
and are able to prepare this using a range of basic accounting techniques. This information
is used by management when making decisions about the future planning and control of
their business.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department. These include
whole class teaching, group discussion activities, paired/individual work and IT-related tasks.
Entry Requirements
Only pupils likely to be presented for National 5 Mathematics should apply to study
Accounting.
Assessment
Learners will be assessed through the combination of an accounting question paper and an
accounting-related assignment.
The question paper will require demonstration of a breadth of knowledge, understanding and
skills accumulated from across the Course.
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The assignment will be set in a specific accounting context and will give learners the
opportunity to apply their accounting skills, knowledge and understanding and make
appropriate use of ICT, to input and analyse data and present findings.
Homework
Homework will be given at appropriate times in the course in order to support learning.
Skills for Learning, Life and Work
The Course introduces learners to the dynamic world of business by developing skills in
communicating essential financial information, in a variety of presentation formats, to the
various stakeholders of an organisation.
The development of skills explicit to the Course will enable learners to accurately prepare,
interpret and analyse financial information.
These skills will support learners in becoming more self-confident in their abilities as well as
giving them an understanding of how financial awareness can help them to make more
informed decisions regarding their own financial future.
By encouraging working with others, the Course will help learners to participate responsibly
in the ever-changing global business environment.
The Course covers a broad spectrum of learning that allows for further progression and depth
of study at a later date. It provides opportunities that allow learning to develop in a
challenging and enjoyable way. It relates the study of accounting to real-life scenarios and
is therefore of great relevance to those who study it.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress to Higher Accounting.
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Art and Design (National 4 and 5)
Why Choose Art & Design?
The Art & Design related industries comprise a healthy
and growing sector of employment and business in
Scotland today. The skills developed in the study of Art
& Design are also transferable and relevant for many
other areas of study, employment and society.
Art & Design National Courses

Calum Owens, 2017

Art & Design National 4 and National 5 courses are almost identical in format and nature,
allowing pupils to simply choose Art & Design, knowing that course level will be entered
initially according to end-of-S3 assessment and will be determined later in S4 through
assessment of progress and attainment, usually after the prelim exam.
Both courses contain two elements: Design and Expressive Units. Each has two outcomes:
Art/Design Studies (outcome 1) and practical Art or Design (outcome 2).
These units are internally assessed, and lead to Expressive and Design Added Value Units or
Portfolios, which must be successfully completed to attain the Course Award. This is internally
assessed at National 4 but National 5 Portfolio work is sent to be assessed by SQA markers.
National 5 candidates will also sit an externally assessed exam paper. It is likely that all (or
most) candidates will sit the N5 prelim paper to help determine their level of presentation
and to provide additional evidence for unit assessment and to meet art & design studies unit
assessment requirements.
Design Course

Candidates will produce a Design Unit
selected by their teacher from a range
of different areas of Design, such as
Graphic Design, Textiles, Jewellery or
Product Design. Candidates begin by
researching an agreed theme and then
work to a design brief, developing
various design ideas, selecting and
refining the best one of these and
producing a final design solution in the
chosen design discipline. This comprises:






Kiah Brodie, 2017

Unit Investigation: drawn & collected thematic and market research
Unit Development: a minimum of two design ideas, two materials and two techniques
AVU Development: 1 sheet of further, refinement and development of one selected idea
AVU Design Solution: 1 sheet (or 3-D equivalent) showing final design product
AVU Design Brief Evaluation

23

Curriculum for Excellence : The Senior Phase

Expressive Course

The Expressive Unit will be based on one of several genres/areas- Still Life; Portraiture; Figure
Composition; Natural Environment; Built Environment; Fantasy & Imagination. Similar to the
Design Unit, it will consist of:






Unit Investigation: analytical & observational drawings (minimum of three drawings)
Unit Development: a minimum of two compositional ideas
AVU Development: 1 sheet of refinement and development of one selected compositional idea
AVU Expressive Solution: 1 sheet showing the final expressive piece, (or 3-D if sculpture)
AVU Evaluation

Unit work can be presented on A2 sheets or in sketchbooks, as directed by the teacher and
completed AVU portfolio work will normally be presented on two or three A2 sized sheets.
Art & Design Studies

Candidates will build on S3 work and complete Art & Design Studies investigations in both
Design & Expressive areas, alongside and integrated with the practical units. Core information
will be issued about movements, periods and individuals from the world of Design and
Expressive Art (historical and contemporary) in oral, written and audio-visual forms.
Candidates will then undertake personal analysis of art/design work, homework research
tasks and class discussion activities culminating in the completion of assessment booklets on
selected artists and designers studied. These activities and generated material will form the
basis of preparation for the prelim and SQA exams: as previously stated Art & Design Studies
culminates in a written question paper for National 5 candidates although all pupils will sit
the prelim, to provide additional evidence for unit assessment.
Assessment & Examinations

Course awards at National 4 and 5 will be made on satisfactory completion of the following,
to the set deadlines:




Design & Expressive Units, including Art & Design Studies – assessed internally (October).
Design & Expressive Portfolios (Added Value Units): refined development and solution – N 4
assessed internally N5 externally assessed by SQA (March).
National 5 only: formal written examination for Art & Design Studies (May).

Design & Expressive Units must be completed and passed before learners can progress to the

Portfolio part of the course, made up of Added Value Units and externally assessed course
elements (National 5), to be presented for a course award.
Progression and Pathways
Since it is clearly preferable to have maintained a continuous development of skills,
candidates will ideally opt for National 4/5 Art & Design as a continuation of S1 to S3 elective
Art & Design. However, it is possible to return to Art & Design in S4 having left Art & Design
study at the end of S1. It is therefore to be expected that classes will be mixed N4 and N5
with significant variation in the developmental stages and skill levels of candidates with
various pathways open to individual learners.
Usually, a successful National 4 candidate would be able to progress to National 5 and a
successful National 5 candidate to Higher, in subsequent years of study.
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Skills for Life, Learning and Work
National courses in Art & Design provide the opportunity and the context for learners to develop
and improve many specialised and general skills which are beneficial and necessary in modern
life, further education and in today’s workplace. Creative thinking and problem-solving, ICT,
critical analysis and evaluation, communication and co-operation are all integral to our Art &
Design courses and crucial for confidently and responsibly succeeding in and contributing to
today’s society. Along with fine-motor, handcraft and material, Literacy, Numeracy and Health
and Wellbeing skills, National Art & Design courses offer a wide range of experiences that
contribute to the development of the rounded individual.

What can a qualification in Art & Design lead to?
Animator
Architect
Art therapist
Arts administrator
Ceramics designer
Community arts worker
Digital designer
Exhibition designer
Fashion designer
Fine artist
Furniture conservator/restorer
Furniture designer
Games developer
Glass blower/designer
Graphic designer
Heritage manager
Illustrator
Industrial/product designer
Interior and spatial designer
Jewellery designer
Make-up artist
Medical illustrator
Museum/gallery conservator
Museum/gallery curator
Museum/gallery exhibitions officer
Photographer
Press photographer
Printmaker
Production designer, theatre/television/film
Textile designer
Video games designer
Web designer

Source: www.prospects.ac.uk
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Biology (National 4 and National 5)
Biology — the study of living organisms — plays a
crucial role in our everyday existence, and is an
increasingly important subject in the modern world.
Advances in technologies have made this varied subject
more exciting and relevant than ever. Biology affects
everyone and aims to find solutions to many of the
world’s problems. It explores the use of genetic modification to produce new plants and
drugs, devising fertility treatments, curing genetic diseases and developing new sources of
food. The Courses will be of interest and value to learners wishing to develop skills,
knowledge and understanding of biology. The Course develops scientific understanding of
biological issues and aims to develop learners’ interest in and enthusiasm for biology, by
using a variety of approaches, with an emphasis on practical activities.
The range of courses offered by the Biology Department is aimed at providing progression
for students who have studied Biology in S3.
The flow diagram below shows the progression from S3 to S6.

S3 Biology

National 4

National 5

National 5
Biology

Higher

Advanced
Higher Biology

Course Entry Requirements
Entry to the National 4 and National 5 Biology courses will be dependent on the level of
performance in assessments completed in the Elective Biology course.
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National 4
Course Content
The content of the National 4 Biology course is divided into three mandatory units of study:Unit 1 - Cell Biology:
1.1 Cell division and its role
in growth and repair
1.2 DNA, genes and
chromosomes
1.3 Therapeutic use of cells
1.4 Properties of enzymes
and use in industries
1.5 Properties of
microorganisms and use in
industries

Unit 2 – Multicellular
Organisms
2.1 Sexual and asexual
reproduction and their
importance for survival of
species
2.2 Propagating and
growing plants

Unit 3 – Life on Earth
3.1 Animal and plant species
depend on each other
3.2 Impact of population
growth and natural hazards
on biodiversity
3.3 Nitrogen cycle

2.3 Commercial use of
plants
2.4 Genetic information

2.5 Growth and
development of different
1.6 Photosynthesis – limiting
organisms
factors
2.6 Biological actions in
1.7 Factors affecting
response to internal and
respiration
external changes to
maintain stable body
1.8 Controversial biological
conditions
procedures

3.4 Fertiliser design and
environmental impact of
fertilisers
3.5 Adaptations for survival
3.6 Learned behaviour in
response to stimuli linked to
species survival

Assessment
End of Unit Assessments



successfully plan, carry out and report on a Biological investigation (one unit only)
pass end of unit written tests which require learners to make correct statements and
to solve problems (all three units)

Coursework Assessment
In addition, there is an Added Value Unit where the learners carry out a research
investigation in which they draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the
other units. The Added Value Unit is internally marked, but subject to external verification.
To achieve success in the National 4 award candidates must pass all the end of unit
assessments, the investigation and the Added Value Unit
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Homework
Work appropriate to the level and demands of the course will be given to students on a
regular basis. In addition, students are expected to develop an increasingly independent
approach to their studies and when formal homework in not prescribed by a teacher, learners
should use this time to revise. This enables them to reach their full potential, thereby laying
down the best possible foundations for the challenges in S5 and S6.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Candidates who achieve success at National 4 Biology in S4 may progress to National 5
Biology (subject to progress in National 4) in S5 and perhaps Higher Biology in S6.
National 5
Course Content
The content of the National 5 Biology course is divided into three mandatory units of study:

Unit 1 - Cell biology:

1.1 Cell structure
1.2 Transport Across Cell
Membranes
1.3 DNA and the Production of
Proteins
1.4 Proteins
1.5 Genetic Engineering
1.6 Respiration

Unit
2
Organisms

–

Multicellular Unit 3 – Life on Earth

2.1

Producing New Cells

3.1

Ecosystems

2.2

Control
and 3.2
Communication:
Nervous System (a) and
3.3
Hormonal Control (b)

Distribution
Organisms

3.4

Energy
Ecosystems

3.5

Food Production

3.6

Evolution

2.3

Reproduction

2.4

Variation and Inheritance

2.5

Transport in Plants

2.6

Transport in Animals

2.7

Absorption of Materials
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SQA Assessment
Question Paper
The question paper has a total of 100 marks and is worth 80% of the total marks for external
assessment.
The question paper has two sections:



Section 1 contains multiple-choice questions and has 25 marks.
Section 2 contains structured and extended response questions and has 75 marks.

Marks are distributed proportionally across the course content.
The majority of marks are awarded for demonstrating and applying knowledge and understanding.
The other marks are awarded for applying scientific inquiry, scientific analytical thinking, problemsolving skills and the impact of applications of biology on society and the environment.

Assignment

20 marks

The purpose of the assignment is to assess the application of skills of scientific inquiry and related
biology knowledge and understanding.
This component allows assessment of skills which cannot be assessed through the question paper;
for example, the handling and processing of data gathered as a result of experimental
work/fieldwork, and research skills.

Assignment overview
The assignment gives candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge and
understanding:




















applying knowledge of biology to new situations, interpreting information and solving
problems
planning, designing and safely carrying out experimental/fieldwork investigations to test
given hypotheses or to illustrate particular effects
selecting information from a variety of sources
presenting information appropriately in a variety of forms
processing information (using calculations and units, where appropriate)
making predictions and generalisations based on evidence/information
drawing valid conclusions and giving explanations supported by evidence/justification
suggesting improvements to experimental/fieldwork investigations
communicating findings/information
Candidates are required to:
choose, with support, a relevant topic in biology
devise an appropriate aim
give an account of biology relevant to the aim
plan and carry out experimental work/fieldwork to generate data relevant to the aim
process and present the experimental/fieldwork data
compare data/information from internet/literature research with the experimental/fieldwork
data
draw a conclusion
evaluate the experimental/fieldwork procedure
communicate the findings in a report

The assignment is:



an individually produced piece of work from each candidate
conducted under controlled conditions
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Homework
Work appropriate to the level and demands of the course will be given to students on a regular
basis. In addition, students are expected to develop an increasingly independent approach to their
studies and when formal homework in not prescribed by a teacher, learners should use this time
to revise. This enables them to reach their full potential, thereby laying down the best possible
foundations for the challenges in S5 and S6.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Candidates who achieve success at National 5 Biology in S4 may progress to Higher Biology in S5.
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Business Management (National 5)
Why Study Business Management?
Business plays an important role in society.
We all rely on businesses. It is essential to have
effective businesses and business managers to
create wealth, prosperity, jobs and choices. A main feature
of the course is the development of enterprising skills and
employability skills.
Course Content
The Course comprises five areas of study:
Understanding Business
Candidates are introduced to the business environment while developing skills, knowledge and
understanding of enterprise, and the role of different types of business organisations in society.
They also learn about the internal and external environments in which organisations operate, and
the role of stakeholders in business.
Management of Marketing
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the importance to organisations of
having effective marketing systems. They learn about the processes and procedures organisations
use to maintain competitiveness, and how marketing can be used to communicate effectively with
consumers, maximising customer satisfaction.
Management of Operations
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the importance to organisations of
having effective operations systems. They learn about the processes and procedures used to
maintain quality through the effective management of suppliers, inventory, and methods of
production in an ethical manner.
Management of People
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the issues facing organisations when
managing people. They learn about the theories, concepts and processes relating to human
resource management, and how employees contribute to the success of organisations.
Management of Finance
Candidates develop skills, knowledge and understanding of the issues facing organisations when
managing finance. They learn about the basic theories, concepts and processes relating to financial
aspects of business, when preparing and interpreting information to solve financial problems facing
organisations.
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Methodology
The combination of practical and theoretical aspects and ICT-based learning will enable learners
to apply their skills and knowledge to real-life business contexts. By developing transferable skills
learners are prepared for the world of work or further study of business. Learners will work cooperatively with others and work independently and lead activities where appropriate.
Assessment
The Course assessment consists of a question paper, covering knowledge and understanding and
skills accumulated from the course, and a business-related assignment. The assignment will allow
personalisation and choice.
Homework
Homework will be given at appropriate times in the course in order to support learning.
Skills for Learning, Life and Work
The Course introduces learners to the dynamic, changing, competitive and economic environment
of industry and commerce. It develops skills in communicating and presenting business-related
information, in a variety of formats, to the various stakeholders of an organisation. The
development of skills explicit to the Course will enable learners to succeed in life with determination
and the ability to think logically.
These skills will support learners in becoming more confident, particularly regarding their own
future education and place in the world of work. Understanding the economic and financial
environment in which business operates will help learners to contribute responsibly to society.
The Course covers a broad spectrum of learning that allows for further progression and depth of
study at a later date. It provides opportunities that allow learning to develop in a challenging and
enjoyable way. It relates the study of Business Management to a real-life context.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress to Higher Business Management.
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CHEMISTRY (National 4 and 5)
What in the world is not chemistry? We live in an age of chemistry-based technology. No matter
what you look at, a chemist has probably been involved in its manufacture or development! By
studying chemistry, you will find out how chemistry is vital to everyday life. It will help you
understand how society’s needs are met and how you could shape the world in which we live.
Chemistry is an important subject in many careers such as medicine, plastic manufacture,
pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, environmental science and the food industry. The course consists of
knowledge, skills and practical work. You will develop scientific understanding of issues relating to
chemistry, consequently becoming scientifically literate.
Course Content
The content of both the National 4 and National 5 Chemistry courses is divided into three
mandatory units of study:



Chemical Changes and Structure
Nature’s Chemistry
Chemistry in Society

The content of the mandatory units for both courses is similar. However, the additional work to be
covered in each unit and the greater depth of study required in National 5 make it a considerably
more challenging course.
Course Entry Requirements
Entry to the National 4 or National 5 Chemistry courses is at the discretion of the school. However,
entry to National 5 (in S4) will be dependent on a student having achieved a high level of
performance in assessments completed in the S2/3 Elective Chemistry course.
Assessment
The methods of assessing student performance in the new courses are quite different.
National 5 Chemistry has an end of course, written, externally marked, national
examination leading to a graded course award. There is no end of course examination
for National 4.
In National 4, all unit assessments are internally marked (although in all cases subject to possible
external verification). Students must pass all necessary unit assessments to achieve a course
award. In addition students must:


successfully plan, carry out and report on a chemical investigation (one unit only)

Coursework Assessment
 Drawing on and applying skills and knowledge learned during the course, students will carry
out a research investigation of a topical issue in chemistry and report on their findings.
National 4 – this task is a mandatory unit and is known as the Added Value Unit. The
Added Value Unit is internally marked, but subject to external verification.
National 5 – this is known as the Coursework Assignment task. It will be externally marked
and is worth 20 marks. It contributes 20% towards the student’s final grade.
At National 5, performance in the Coursework Assignment task (20% of final grade) and in the
end of course examination (80% of final grade) provides the basis for grading of the course award.
The course assessment is graded A-D.
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Homework
Work appropriate to the level and demands of the courses will be given to students on a regular
basis. In addition, students are expected to develop an increasingly independent approach to their
studies. This should involve taking more personal responsibility for their learning and spending
adequate and regular time at home ensuring that basic factual work is learned and understanding
is developed.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work.
As pupils progress through the Chemistry courses they practise and gain experience in a number
of scientific skills.










Make observations
Formulate hypotheses
Create and design experiments
Remember and understand scientific facts
Collect, evaluate and document data
Use quantitative reasoning to analyze, interpret, and present data
Collaborate with others to solve problem
Understand and recognize ethical issues that arise from scientific research
Understand the role of science in addressing societal issues

In addition studying Chemistry provides a natural link with the science and health sectors and
provides wide-ranging skills to support progress in life, learning and the world of work.







communication skills - through report writing and presentations
team working skills - through group projects
organisational skills
ability to confidently handle diverse data and to draw conclusions
problem-solving, project and time management skills
Self-reliance and initiative

Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Fourth Year (S4)
National 4 Chemistry
National 5 Chemistry

Fifth Year (S5)
National 5 Chemistry
Higher Chemistry
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Sixth Year (S6)
Higher Chemistry
Advanced Higher Chemistry
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Computing Science (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Computing Science?
Computers impact on all areas of our lives and are a part of day-to-day
almost every job or career.

work

in

Scotland is currently ranked third in Europe’s top ten locations for computer games development.
Some of the best-selling computer games titles such as Harry Potter, Crackdown and Rockstar
North’s Grand Theft Auto were created in Scotland by Scottish programmers, both female and
male!
People with qualifications in Computing Science are in significant
demand. Even if you do not wish to follow a career in the field of
Computing Science, it is highly likely that your job will require
computing skills.
Scottish IT jobs 'lack
enough' graduates to
fill them
BBC NewsScotland

In Scotland and the UK, at present there is a recognised shortage of
computing graduates, in fact there is the largest gap between supply
and demand in the job market. This means that there is very little
unemployment and those with appropriate qualifications can
command large salaries.

Course Content


Software Design and Development - design and develop your
own computer programs using the Visual Studio Programming
environment.



Database Design and Development – design, create and use
of professional looking databases.



Web Design and Development – through a range of practical
and investigative tasks develop your knowledge, understanding and practical problem-solving
skills in Web Design.



Computer Systems – pupil will learn about the structure of computer systems and how
computers represent data. Develop an understanding of the
environmental impact of technology and how to keep computer
systems secure.



Assignment – pupils will complete a coursework task in class where
they will design, develop and evaluate a software solution. This
assignment accounts for 31% of their final grade in this subject.

Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work.
A major feature of the course will be the development of pupils as independent learners as they
work on various tasks throughout the session. On completing the Course, learners will have
developed their skills in analysis and problem-solving, software and information system design,
development, implementation and testing.
Course activities also provide opportunities for learners to enhance generic and transferable skills
in planning and organising, working independently and in teams, critical thinking and decision
making, research, communication and self-and peer evaluation.
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Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department. These include
whole class teaching, group discussion activities, paired work and individual work. The course is
designed to allow many opportunities for collaboration and active learning. Pupils will spend a

significant proportion of time using ICT equipment.
Entry Requirements
Computing Science is open to all pupils even if they have not studied the subject during Second
and Third year. It is our aim to present pupils who have studied Computing Science in Second
and Third year at National 5.
Assessment
Pupils will be assessed on each of the course elements previously listed. Pupils will complete a
written Exam Question Paper (110 marks 2 hours) and an Assignment (60 marks) both externally
marked by the SQA.
The Assignment will demand that pupils extend the skills which they have developed throughout
the course to apply these to a Computer Science problem set by the SQA. There will be no external
exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely internally assessed.
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning. Pupils will be
able to access additional homework material from our school website.
Progression beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:


National 4 Computing Science into
National 5 Computing Science.

 National 5 Computing Science into
Higher Computing Science.



Games Development



Cyber Security
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Games Development (SCQF Level 4)
Computer games are being used increasingly for leisure, in health, education and work-based
training with players interacting via personal computers, consoles, PDA’s, mobile devices and web
browsers. Computer gaming is now a growing industry, with Scotland one of the global leaders.
The Scottish computer games industry is expanding with UK developers investing in new games
and an estimated 3,500 jobs over the next five years. Many colleges and universities in Scotland
offer computer gaming or related courses. Learning how to develop computer games offers young
people opportunities to develop their skills for life and skills for work within a creative and work
related context.
Course Content


Computer Games Design

o Outcome 1: Compare gaming technologies
o Outcome 2: Analyse design elements
o Outcome 3: Plan and design a computer game
o


Computer Games Media Assets

o Outcome 1: Compare media assets in an existing computer game
o Outcome 2: Plan media assets for a specified brief
o Outcome 3: Produce media assets for a specified brief


Computer Games Development

o Outcome 1: Create a working computer game
o Outcome 2: Evaluate a computer game
o Outcome 3: Promote a computer game
This award at SCQF level 4 is designed to enable learners to






Investigate the computing gaming industry/genres/hardware/trends and emerging
technologies
Gain an understanding of the underlying concepts and the fundamental principles involved
in digital gaming planning and design
Gain skills required in the creation of media assets and games development
Work with others to test a game and give constructive feedback
Collaborate with others in an enterprise activity to promote/market a game.
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Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work
This course will develop learners’ knowledge and skills in planning, developing and evaluating. It
will also develop learning and transferable skills (including Core Skills in Communication,
Information and Communication Technology, Literacy, Numeracy, Problem Solving and Working
with Others). As well as this it will provide learners with opportunities to develop personal qualities
and attributes essential for success in working life, including entrepreneurial skills.
Entry Requirements
Through discussion with the PT Computing, Games Development is open to all pupils with a
particular interest in this subject area.
Assessment
All assessment will be internally verified. Learners will be expected to create a portfolio of their
work over the period of the unit.
Progression
Pupils who undertake this award can progress onto level 5 or progress to Higher Education and
undertake subsequent HN units and /or awards in Computing at SCQF level 6/7 or above.
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Design and Manufacture (National 4 and 5)
WHY DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE?
Design and Manufacture introduces learners to the multi-faceted
world of product design and manufacturing. Creativity is at the heart
of this Course and its combination with technology makes it exciting
and dynamic. The course combines scientific, mathematical and
technological rigour with design and manufacturing creativity and
innovation. It is at this interface that the course demonstrates broad
options, possibilities and flexibilities in supporting educational
growth. In the course, learners are encouraged to exercise
imagination, creativity and logical thinking. The Course thus
provides a broad scope for personalisation and choice.

_______

COURSE AIMS:
The aims of the Design and Manufacture Course are to enable learners to:
 Learn skills in the designing and manufacturing prototypes and products.
 Develop knowledge and understanding of manufacturing processes and materials.
 Gain an understanding of the impact of design and manufacturing technologies on our
environment and society.
COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
Design and Manufacture is open to all pupils even if they have not studied the subject during S2
and S3. It is our aim to present pupils who have studied Design and Manufacture in S2 and S3 at
National 5, however this is entirely dependent on a pupil’s performance in coursework assessment
tasks and S4 prelim examinations.
It is important to note that we require pupils to have a good level of literacy due to the
high level of analysis, interpretation and written work required throughout the course.
COURSE CONTENT:
Pupils will be required to develop skills and understanding across the following key areas of study:
Practical Skills: Design
In this area of study learners will be able to develop their
creativity and learn skills in design sketching, planning and
modelling. Learners will develop skills in critical thinking,
problem solving as they solve problems by designing and testing
their own unique solutions.
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Practical Skills: Manufacture
In this area of study learners will be able to develop their skills in working with metals, wood and
plastics. They will utilise tools and machinery in the workshop as they model and construct their
designs.
Knowledge and Understanding: Design & Manufacture
Learners will develop an understanding of how design influences the everyday products we use.
They will learn how design factors such as function can affect a designers design-decisions and
will learn to evaluate everyday products. Furthermore, pupils will learn how markets influence a
products design and how to design for specific target markets.
Knowledge and Understanding: Manufacture
Learners will develop an understanding of how materials and manufacturing processes can be used
to create complex designs. They will also learn about commercial manufacture and will understand
how designers can promote sustainable design to improve our lives.
COURSE ASSESSMENT:

Internal assessment: For presentation in both National 5 and National 4 Design and

Manufacture, learners must demonstrate the required standard of knowledge and skill in the above
areas. Pupils will be given a range of tasks set by the department that will afford them the best
opportunity to learn and develop the skills required for each course level.

SQA National 5 External Assessment:

The final assessment for those pupils sitting National 5 will include the following:
 Course Assignment (55% of course award)
The assignment is a practical exam completed in school where pupils demonstrate their
learning and skills, completing a design task set by the SQA. This will start in January and
finish in March. Deadlines will be set as pupils work through this and these must be met to
ensure the course award can be achieved.
 Written Question Paper (45% of overall course award).
The question paper will have a total of 80 marks and will last 1 hour and 45 minutes. The
paper will assess pupils knowledge of content covered throughout the course.

SQA National 4 External Assessment:

There is no exam in National 4 and the final assessment is as follows:
 Added Value Unit (100% of overall course award)
The added value unit is a practical assessment where pupils demonstrate their learning and
skills, completing a design task set by the SQA. This will run from January to March.
Deadlines will be set as pupils work through this and these must be met to ensure the
course award can be achieved.
HOMEWORK:
This will distributed every week. All homework will focus on the written exam using exemplified
exam questions. Successful completion of homework will ensure pupils are well prepared for the
exam.
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PROGESSION BEYOND FOURTH YEAR:
Pupils who complete the above courses can progress as follows:
 National 4 into National 5 Design and Manufacture
 National 5 into Higher Design and Manufacture (A-B preferred)
 Higher into Advanced Higher Design and Manufacture (A-B preferred)
And in Some cases:
 National 5 Graphic Communication
 Higher Graphic Communication
SKILLS FOR LIFE AND WORK:
The Course provides skills that are correspond to other curricular areas such as expressive arts,
sciences and mathematics. Course activities provide opportunities for learners to enhance generic
and transferable skills in literacy, planning and organising, working independently and in teams,
critical thinking and decision making, research, communication and self-and peer evaluation.
CAREER ROUTES:
Design and Manufacture can help learners find careers or further study in: engineering fields,
product design, product testing, manufacturing industries, assembly technicians, quantity
surveying, materials analysis, architecture and design engineering.
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Drama (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Drama?
The aims of the Course are to:
 generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama
 develop a knowledge and understanding of a range of social and cultural influences on
drama
 develop a range of skills in presenting drama
 develop knowledge, understanding and the use of a range of production skills when
presenting drama
 explore form, structure, genre and style
Skills for Life, Learning and Work
This Course allows learners to develop practical skills creating and presenting drama. Learners will
also develop drama production skills.
In this Course, learners are encouraged to exercise imagination and creativity. They will develop
important skills, attitudes and attributes of the four capacities, including creativity and adaptability,
enthusiasm, a willingness to learn and confidence.
This Course encourages learners to be creative and to express themselves in different ways.
Learning through drama helps learners to appreciate cultural values, identities and ideas.
This Course also provides scope for personalisation and choice.
Course Content
To achieve the National 4 Course, you must successfully complete two mandatory Units and an
Added Value Unit. There are no Unit requirements at National 5 level.
National 4 Mandatory Units:


Drama Skills - In this Unit, you will explore and develop a range of drama skills and ways
of communicating thoughts and ideas to an audience. You will develop a range of skills as
an actor. You will learn how to respond to stimuli, including text. You will also learn how
to develop portrayal of character in a range of ways and develop knowledge and
understanding of form, structure, genre and style when creating and presenting drama.
You will develop knowledge and understanding of social and cultural influences on drama.
You will also learn how to evaluate your own progress and that of others.



Production Skills - In this Unit, you will develop a range of production skills. You will use
these skills to enhance drama when presenting. You will use problem-solving skills in order
to generate ideas for presenting drama.
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Added Value Unit:
 Course Assessment - added value will focus on challenge and application.
You will be required to draw on, extend and apply the skills you have learned during the
Course. This will be assessed through a performance and for National 5 candidates only, a
question paper. The performance will involve creating and presenting a drama. The question
paper will require demonstration of a depth of knowledge and understanding from the Course.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the subject. These include whole
class teaching, group activities, paired work and individual work.
Course Entry Requirements
It is expected that pupils who opt for Drama will have studied elective Drama in S2 and S3. The
National 4 and National 5 courses will be taught concurrently and the final presentation level will
be based on your achievement and agreed later in the school year.
Assessment




All pupils will be assessed on each of the course elements previously listed.
National 5 pupils will also sit a performance exam (60%) and a final Question Paper (40%).
There will be no external exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed.

Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning.
Pupils are expected to use the department at lunchtimes and after school to
rehearse, as there will be a lot of group performance work.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:
 National 4 Drama
into National 5 Drama


National 5 Drama
into Higher Drama



National 4 or 5 Drama
into NPA Music Theatre or Acting
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Geography (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Geography?
The main aims of Geography are to enable learners to develop:
 a range of geographical skills and techniques
 detailed understanding of the ways in which people and the environment interact in
response to physical and human processes at local, national, international, and global scales
 detailed understanding of spatial relationships and of the changing world in a balanced,
critical and sympathetic way
 a geographical perspective on environmental and social issues
 an interest in, and concern for, the environment leading to sustainable development
Through the study of Geography and the acquisition of techniques of geographical analysis,
learners develop an understanding of aspects of the contemporary world of concern to all citizens.
By studying this course, learners are enabled to develop the four capacities in many respects. For
example, learner’s horizons are extended and they are challenged to look at the world in new
ways. Their confidence grows as they begin to understand more about their sense of identity and
learn about different countries and cultures.
Learners will build up a framework of geographical knowledge and understanding with which to
understand and respond to global issues which can help them develop a sense of responsible
citizenship.
Pupils with qualifications in Geography can use them for entry to the
Arts, Social Science and Science Faculties of Universities.
Even if one does not wish to follow a career in the field of Geography,
it is still a highly regarded qualification as well as a subject that
provides essential life skills.

Course Content


Global Issues – Learners will develop skills in the use of numerical
and graphical information in the context of global issues. Learners will
develop a straightforward knowledge and understanding of significant
global geographical issues. Key topics include climate change and
sustainability; the impact of world climates; environmental hazards;
trade and globalisation; and development and health. Learners will
study major global issues and the strategies adopted to manage these.



Physical Environments – Learners will develop geographical skills and techniques in the
context of physical environments. Learners will develop a straightforward knowledge and
understanding of the processes and interactions at work within physical environments. Key
topics include: location of landscape type; formation of key landscape features; land use
management and sustainability; and weather. Learners will study a selection of landscape
types from contexts within Scotland and/or the UK. Landscape types will be chosen from:
glaciated upland; upland limestone; coastlines of erosion and deposition; and rivers and their
valleys.
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Human Environments – Learners will develop geographical skills and techniques in the
context of human environments. Learners will develop a straightforward knowledge and
understanding of the processes and interactions at work within human environments. Learners
will study and compare developed and developing countries drawn from a global context. Key
topics include: contrasts in development; world population distribution and change; and issues
in changing urban and rural landscapes.
Research Project/Assignment - In this Unit, learners will choose an issue for personal
study drawn from geographical contexts. They will research their chosen issue and present
their findings. Through this activity they will have opportunities to experience challenge and
application as they further develop and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired
in the other three Units of the course.

A major feature of the Geography course will be the development of pupils as independent learners
as they work on various tasks throughout the session.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the subject. These include whole
class teaching, group activities, paired work and individual work as well as the use of a range of
media. The course is designed to allow many opportunities for collaboration and active learning.
Outdoor learning is also incorporated into aspects of the course.
Entry Requirements
Geography is open to all pupils even if they have not studied the subject during Second and Third
Year. It is our aim to present pupils who have studied Geography in Second and Third Year at
National 5.
Assessment
 Pupils will be assessed on each of the course elements previously listed.
 To achieve a National 5 qualification, pupils will be required to complete the Assignment which
is worth 20% of overall course assessment, as well as sit a final written Question Paper, worth
80% of the overall award.
 Pupils will be required to submit a research project/assignment which will be completed under
teacher supervision with much of the work being completed at home. At National 5 level this
will be followed up by an examination where a report on the assignment needs to be written
up.
 Pupils will sit a final written exam in National 5.
 There will be no external exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning. Pupils will
be able to access additional homework material from our school website.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:
 National 4 Geography into National 5 Geography.


National 5 Geography into Higher Geography.
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Graphic Communication (National 4 and 5)
WHY GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION?
The Graphic Communication Course introduces learners to the
diverse and ever-increasing variety of graphic communication
techniques used in graphic design and engineering. It provides
scope for personalisation and choice, and learners are encouraged
to exercise imagination, creativity and logical thinking. Learners will
develop an awareness of graphic communication as an international
language and understand how the skills they learn can be used in
fields such as engineering, architecture, graphic design and
computer aided design, animation and illustration.

ICT features heavily within the course and pupils learn to use specialist industry
software.
COURSE AIMS:
The aims of the Graphic Communication Course are to enable learners to:
 Develop skills in graphic communication techniques, including the use of equipment,
materials and software.
 Extend and apply knowledge and understanding of graphic communication standards,
protocols and conventions, where these apply.
 Develop an understanding of the impact of graphic communication technologies on our
environment and society.
COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
Graphic Communication is open to all pupils even if they have not studied the subject during S2
and S3. It is our aim to present pupils who have studied Graphic Communication in S2 and S3 at
National 5, however this is entirely dependent on a pupil’s performance in coursework assessment
tasks and S4 prelim examinations.
COURSE CONTENT:
Pupils will be required to develop skills and understanding across the following key areas of study:
Practical Skills: 2D & 3D Graphic Communication
In this area of study learners will be able to develop their creativity
and learn skills within 2D & 3D graphic communication contexts.
Learners will develop skills in critical thinking, problem solving,
sketching, technical drawing, planning for engineering using
recognised standards and maths, manual rendering using tone,
shade and light, computer aided design and 3D modelling,
computer illustration techniques and in the use of Desktop
Publishing techniques to produce marketing information and
promotional materials for companies and consumers.
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Knowledge and Understanding: 2D and 3D Graphic Communication
Learners will develop an understanding of how graphic communication technologies impact on our
environment and society. This will involve looking at how colour and design elements/principles
inform graphic design and illustration, how to brand and advertise products using promotional
design principles, how British standards are used to promote accuracy and consistency across
engineering and how digital technologies are used to support the development of graphics based
work.
COURSE ASSESSMENT:

Internal assessment: For presentation in both National 4 and National 5 Graphic

Communication, learners must demonstrate the required standard of knowledge and skill in the
above areas. Pupils will be given a range of tasks set by the department that will afford them the
best opportunity to learn and develop the skills required for each course level.

SQA National 5 External Assessment:

The final assessment for those pupils sitting National 5 will include the following:
 Course Assignment (33% of course award)
The assignment is a practical exam completed in school under exam conditions where pupils
demonstrate their learning and skills, completing a graphics task set by the SQA. This will
run start towards the end of January. Deadlines will be set as pupils work through this and
these must be met to ensure the course award can be achieved.
 Written Question Paper (67% of overall course award).
The question paper will have a total of 80 marks and will last for 2 hours. The paper will
assess pupil’s knowledge of content covered throughout the course.

SQA National 4 External Assessment:

There is no exam in National 4 and the final assessment is as follows:
 Added Value Unit (100% of overall course award)
The added value unit is a practical assessment where pupils demonstrate their learning and
skills, completing a graphics task set by the SQA. This will run from January to March.
Deadlines will be set as pupils work through this and these must be met to ensure the
course award can be achieved.
HOMEWORK:
This will distributed every week. All homework will focus on the written exam using exemplified
exam questions. Successful completion of homework will ensure pupils are well prepared for the
exam.
PROGRSSION BEYOND FOURTH YEAR:
Pupils




who complete the above courses can progress as follows:
National 4 into National 5 Graphic Communication
National 5 into Higher Graphic Communication (A-B preferred)
Higher into Advanced Higher Graphic Communication (A-B preferred)

And in Some cases:
 National 5 Design and Manufacture
 Higher Design and Manufacture
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SKILLS FOR LIFE AND WORK:
The Course provides skills that are correspond to other curricular areas such as expressive arts,
sciences and mathematics. Course activities provide opportunities for learners to enhance generic
and transferable skills in literacy, planning and organising, working independently and in teams,
critical thinking and decision making, research, communication and self-and peer evaluation.
CAREER ROUTES:
Graphic Communication can help learners find careers or further study in: Civil Engineering,
Construction, Product Design, Graphic Design, Architecture, Computer aided design, multimedia
design, computer animation and simulation, marketing and advertising.
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Health and Food Technology (National 5)
Why study Health and Food Technology?
This course will attract learners who have an interest in health, food and consumer issues. It will
particularly appeal to learners who have an ability to link theory and practice. The knowledge and skills
developed in the course prepare learners for decisions required in learning, life and work.
Learners will develop an understanding of dietary needs and knowledge of consumer choice, which
encourages them, and others, to develop a positive attitude towards their health and food choices.
Through the successful completion of this course, learners will develop a range of important and
transferable skills including creating, evaluating, analysing, applying and understanding. Learners will
develop a range of skills needed for employability that include; communicating, working with others,
solving problems, managing time, planning and organising and taking responsibility for self-development.
Course Content






Food for Health – develop knowledge and understanding of the relationship between food, health
and nutrition. Develop knowledge and understanding of dietary needs for individuals at various stages
of life and explain current dietary advice to help prevent diet-related diseases.
Food Product Development – develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties of
ingredients in food and their use in developing new food products. Develop an understanding of the
stages involved in developing food products and, through a problem solving approach, produce a food
product to meet specified needs. Develop and apply knowledge and understanding of safe and
hygienic food practices.
Contemporary Food Issues – develop knowledge and understanding of consumer food choices.
Explore factors that may affect food choices and develop knowledge and understanding of sustainable
food issues. Consider technological developments in food and organisations that protect consumer
interests. Develop knowledge and understanding of food labelling and how it helps consumers make
informed food choices.

Methodology
A range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department. These include whole class
discussions, teacher demonstrations, working in pairs, active learning, use of ICT including Google
Classroom and a range of practical activities, including sensory analysis.
Entry Requirements
Health and Food Technology is open to you if you studied Home Economics in S3. Studying National 5
English alongside is beneficial.
Assessment
The external assessment is in two parts:
Component 1 – Assignment 60marks 50% (A project produced in class time and sent
to the SQA for marking)
Component 2 – Question 60marks 50% (Completed in the exam diet and marked by
paper
the SQA)
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Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning and allow you to
experience SQA style questions and answers. Google Classroom is used regularly.
Pupils are kindly asked to make a financial contribution of approximately £1 per dish to cover the cost
of ingredients.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Progression to Higher Health and Food Technology
Widen the breath of your skills to National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery or National 5: Hospitality
Practical Cake Craft.
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Hospitality: Practical Cookery (National 5)
Please Note : This course will run subject to timetable restrictions
Hospitality: Practical Cookery – National 5
This course has been designed primarily to prepare students for work within the food/catering/leisure
industry. Students not wishing to pursue a career in the Hospitality Industry will find the practical skills
gained invaluable when leaving home.
This course aims to enable students to:
 proficiently use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when
following recipes
 select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes
 develop an understanding of the characteristics of ingredients and an awareness of their sustainability
 develop an understanding of current dietary advice relating to the use of ingredients
 plan the sequencing required to create a 3 course meal and create and present the dishes
appropriately
 work safely and hygienically
Skills for Learning Life and Work
Through the successful completion of this course, learners will develop a range of important and
transferable skills for learning including: creating, evaluating and analysing. Learners will develop a range
of skills needed for employability that include: communicating, working with others, solving problems,
managing time, planning and organising and taking responsibility for self-development.
There are 3 mandatory units:
Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes
This Unit aims to enhance students’ cookery skills, food preparation techniques and their ability to follow
cookery processes in the context of producing dishes. Students will also develop an understanding of the
importance of safety and hygiene and the ability to follow safe and hygienic practices at all times.
Understanding and Using Ingredients
This Unit aims to enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of ingredients from a variety of
different sources. It also addresses the importance of sustainability, the responsible sourcing of
ingredients and of current dietary advice. Students will further develop the ability to select and use a
range of appropriate ingredients in the preparation of dishes and to do so safely and hygienically.
Organisational Skills for Cooking
This Unit aims to extend students’ planning, organisational and time management skills. Students will
develop the ability to follow recipes; to plan, produce and cost dishes and meals; and to work safely and
hygienically. They will also extend their ability to carry out an evaluation of the product.
Assessment
Continuous assessment of practical skills and cookery processes will take place as well as practical activity
that assesses skills and knowledge from all the units.
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The course is assessed as follows:
Question Paper
Assignment (Time Plan)
Practical Activity

30 Marks
18 Marks
82 Marks

Both the Question Paper and the Assignment are externally assessed by the SQA. The Practical Activity
will be assessed by the class teacher.
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning and allow you to
experience SQA style questions and answers. Google Classroom is used regularly.
Pupils are kindly asked to make a financial contribution of approximately £1 per dish to cover the cost
of ingredients.

Progression





Completion of the course will potentially enable students to progress to National 5 Practical Cake
Craft or Higher Health and Food Technology.
It could be used for Further Education opportunities.
It could lead to employment in the Hospitality/Leisure Industry either long or short term
opportunities.
The development of practical skills that can be used in the home is of value even for students not
wishing to pursue a career in the various industries.
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Hospitality: Practical Cookery (National 4)
Why study Hospitality: Practical Cookery?
This course allows you to develop cookery-related knowledge, understanding and skills, and to use
them at home, in the wider community and in employment. You will be able to:






use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when
following recipes.
select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes.
understand ingredients and their uses and have an awareness of responsible sourcing.
select ingredients based on current dietary advice.
work safely and hygienically.

Through the successful completion of this course, learners will develop a range of important and
transferable skills learning including: creating, evaluating, analysing, applying and understanding.
Learners will develop a range of skills needed for employability that includes: communicating,
working with others, solving problems, managing time, planning and organising, taking
responsibility for self development.

Course Content





Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes – develop your cookery skills, food preparation
techniques and ability to follow recipes. You will also further develop and apply your
knowledge of safe and hygienic food practices.
Understanding and Using Ingredients – develop your ability to select and use appropriate
ingredients in the preparation of dishes and meals that meet current dietary advice and to do
so safely and hygienically.
Organisational Skills for Cooking – develop your organisational and time management
skills. Acquire the ability to follow recipes and time plans to produce dishes safely and
hygienically. You will further develop your ability to carry out an evaluation of a food product.
Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal – This unit enables you to draw on the knowledge,
understanding and skills developed in the other three Units. You will carry out a practical
activity which will involve producing a meal to a given specification. You will be asked to
prepare and cook a two-course meal within a given timescale and to present it appropriately.

Methodology
A range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department. These include whole
class discussions, teacher demonstrations and individual practical activities.
Assessment
You will be assessed on each of the course units previously listed. These assessments consist of
a number of written and practical assessments to be completed under teacher supervision.
There is no external assessment for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed.
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Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning and allow you to
experience SQA style questions and answers.
Pupils are expected to cook at home where possible to improve their practical skills.
Pupils are kindly asked to make a financial contribution of approximately £1 per dish to cover the cost
of ingredients.

Pathways beyond Fourth Year
You can progress from National 4 to National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery or National 5 Health
and Food Technology.
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Food

understand the relationships between health, food and nutrition
understand the functional properties of food
make informed food and consumer choices
to apply your knowledge in practical contexts
use your organisational and technological skills to make food products
apply safe and hygienic practices in practical food preparation

Through the successful completion of this course, learners will develop a range of important and
transferable skills learning including: creating, evaluating, analysing, applying and understanding.
Learners will develop a range of skills needed for employability that includes: communicating,
working with others, solving problems, managing time, planning and organising, taking
responsibility for self development.
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Course Content






Food for Health – develop your knowledge and understanding of the relationship between
food, health and nutrition. Cook dishes that reflect the needs of individuals and take into
account current dietary advice.
Food Product Development – develop new food products and learn about the stages
involved in developing food products. You will also increase and apply your knowledge of safe
and hygienic food practices.
Contemporary Food Issues – develop knowledge and understanding of consumer food
choices. You will explore factors which may affect food choices, including food labelling, and
develop knowledge and understanding of contemporary issues.

Methodology
A range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department. These include whole
class discussions, teacher demonstrations, working in pairs and individual practical activities.
Entry Requirements
Health and Food Technology is open to you if you studied Home Economics in Second and Third
Year.
Assessment
You will be assessed on each of the course units previously listed. These assessments consist of
a number of written and practical assessments to be completed under teacher supervision.
The external assessment is in two parts:
Component 1 – assignment

50%

Component 2 – question paper

50%

Total marks

100% of the total marks

Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning and allow you to
experience SQA style questions and answers.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
You can progress from National 5 Health and Food Technology to Higher Health and Food
Technology.
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HISTORY (National 4 and 5)
Why Study History?
The main aims of the Course are to develop:
♦ a conceptual understanding of the past and an ability to think independently
♦ a range of skills including the ability to apply a detailed historical perspective
in a range of contexts
♦ a detailed understanding of the factors contributing to, and the impact of, historical events
♦ the skills of investigating historical events and on the basis of evidence, forming views
♦ the skills of explaining historical events, and drawing reasoned conclusions
The study of History opens up the world of the past for learners. History provides learners with
insights into their own lives and of the society and the wider world in which they live. By examining
the past, learners can better understand their own communities, their country and the wider world.
Through an understanding of the concept of continuity, they can better appreciate change and its
significance, both in their own times and in the past. This purpose will be achieved through the
study of the three units which will cover Scottish, British, European and World contexts in a variety
of time periods and include elements of political, social, economic and cultural history. History
contributes to general education and the wider curriculum. It will help develop informed and active
citizens by helping learners gain a greater understanding of political and social institutions and
processes. Learners will develop skills which are transferable to other areas of study and which
they will use in everyday life.
Course Content
Changing Britain, 1760-1914
A study of the reasons for and impact of industrialisation on life in Britain.
It will focus on the social, economic and political developments which
transformed life across Britain in the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. Pupils begin by investigating problems with health and
housing and how these were addressed over time. Pupils will then study
the impact of technology and new laws on textile factories and coal
mines which led to improvements in working conditions. The building
and development of the canal and railway networks is studied as are the reasons for the decline
of canals and the impact of these transport networks on society and the economy. The unit
concludes with a focus on the pressures for democratic reform including radical unrest, Chartism
and the 1867 Reform Act.
Scotland in the Era of the Great War, 1900–1928
A study of the involvement of Scots in the Great War and the impact of the
war on life in Scotland. This topic considers why so many Scots volunteered
to fight and their experiences in the trenches of the Western Front, as well
as the impact of technology on warfare. It also considers the way in which
the war changed life for people in Scotland, focusing on groups such as
women and conscientious objectors.
Pupils will also study the impact of war on industries such as shipbuilding and fishing, and new
industries that emerged in the 1920s. Finally, pupils study the political impact of the war on
Scotland, from the campaigns for women’s suffrage and the rent strikes of 1915 to the extension
of the franchise by 1928.
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Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA, 1918–1968
This unit is a study of the development of race relations in the USA
during the years 1918–68, illustrating the themes of ideas, identity
and power. Pupils begin by investigating the social, political and
economic status of different ethnic groups in the USA at the end of
the First World War. Pupils then study the injustices of the ‘Jim
Crow’ laws and the attitudes and activities of the Ku Klux Klan in
the early to mid-twentieth century. The emphasis then shifts to the
growing demand for civil rights after 1945 through peaceful protest,
and the particular role of Martin Luther King is assessed. The unit
concludes with a study into the violent activities of civil rights and black radical protest movements
during the 1950s and 1960s and of the roles of Stokely Carmichael and Malcolm X in particular as
well as the responses of state and federal authorities to these and earlier civil rights campaigns.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are employed, including whole class teaching,
group activities, paired work and individual work as well as the use of ICT and the school library.
The course is designed to allow as many opportunities for collaboration and active learning as
possible. The course also seeks to develop pupils’ literacy skills through reading and writing tasks
as well as discussion and debate.
Developing skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work
History lends itself to the development of literacy skills, particularly reading and writing. Learners
are encouraged to read as widely as possible and undertake extended writing where appropriate
in order to facilitate progression to the Higher History Course and the world of work. Citizenship
will be developed through an examination of Scotland’s place within the world, self-awareness and
growing identity. By studying a European and World time period, learners will develop a wider and
deeper perspective on significant international historical events and themes. Thinking skills will be
developed across all time periods. Through the nature of historical study, learners will develop
their understanding of key issues and key events as well as identifiable skills and they will be able
to apply them. The learner will work with a variety of sources of varying difficulties that will develop
their ability to understand knowledge and apply this knowledge.
Entry Requirements
History is open to all pupils, including those who did not elect to study the subject during S2/3. It
is our aim to present as many eligible pupils as possible at National 5 Level.
Assessment
 Pupils will be assessed regularly in class on each of the course elements listed above.
 To achieve a National 5 qualification, pupils will be required to complete the Assignment which
is worth 20% of overall course assessment, as well as sit a final written Question Paper, worth
80% of the overall award.
 There will be no external exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed.
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning. Pupils will be
able to access additional homework material from our school website.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
National 4 and 5 History provide progression to units or courses in related social subjects or social
science as well as a range of careers. National 5 provides progression to Higher History, and pupils
achieving National 4 can consider pursuing a National 5 qualification in History.
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Modern Languages (National 4 and 5)
LANGUAGES FOR LIFE AND WORK
In Duncanrig Secondary three languages can be studied at National 4 and National 5 levels –
French, German and Spanish+
Why study a Modern Language?
Many people think that ‘everyone speaks English’ is a reason for not learning a foreign language
but this is a myth. Only 6% of the world’s population speak English as a first language. 75% of
the world’s population don’t speak any English at all.
Research shows the benefits of learning a language include:
· Better understanding of different cultures and developing as a global citizen
· Improved self confidence
· Enhanced ability to build new relationships
· Improved literacy and reading skills in your own language
· Enhanced problem solving, interpersonal and communication skills
· Increased employability
HOW CAN LEARNING A LANGUAGE HELP ME?
There are 9 core skills that employers look for –
1.WRITTEN COMMUNICATION
 Can communicate easily on paper in a concise and structured manner.
 Grammar and spelling are accurate
2. ORAL COMMUNICATION
 Can speak to others with ease but is also willing to listen
 Expresses ideas well and presents arguments in a logical fashion.
 Gives information and explanations which are clear and easily understood
3. LEADERSHIP
 Can direct group activities
 Capable of building an effective team, involving all members
 Gives help and encouragement
4. TEAM MEMBERSHIP
 Understands own role and that of others
 Shares information, asks for help and advice if needed
5. PLANNING AND ORGANIZING SKILLS
 Can plan ahead and set realistic targets
 Knows what is needed and finds the correct resources
 Meets deadlines
6. DECISION-MAKING
 Can respond to situations quickly
 Works out different lines of action and makes appropriate decision
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7. MOTIVATION
 Can work hard and is determined to succeed
 Shows enthusiasm and initiative
8. PERSONAL STRENGTH
 Can demonstrate self-confidence
 Is willing to learn from past failures and successes
 Is reliable, honest and copes with pressure
9. ANALYTICAL REASONING SKILLS
 Can analyze arguments objectively and reach logical conclusions
 Can present persuasive arguments
Aims of the Course
1. To provide you with the opportunity to develop reading and listening skills in the modern
language, and to develop your knowledge and understanding of French/German/Spanish in the
contexts of society, learning, employability and culture.
2. To provide you with the opportunity to develop talking and writing skills in the modern
language, and to develop your knowledge and understanding of French/German/Spanish in
the contexts of society, learning, employability and culture.
3. To contribute towards the development of your literacy skills by providing you with
opportunities to read, listen, talk and write in French/German/Spanish, and to reflect on how
this relates to English.
At National 4 Level, you will work on three Units.
1. Understanding Language – this is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written and
spoken French/German or Spanish
2. Using Language - this is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in French/German or
Spanish
3. Added value - this is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to the language while
researching a topic and then WRITE AND TALK about the topic in a presentation.
All of the assessments for these Units will be carried out and marked by your teacher and they will
also be checked by someone from outside the school. You teacher will build up a bank of EVIDENCE
to show that you have passed the units.
There is no external exam at National 4. A pass at National 4 gives access to National
5.
What if I don't pass an assessment?
You will normally have the opportunity to retake a test on one or, in exceptional circumstances,
two occasions, after you have done some extra work and have been given some more help or
advice on how to improve your performance.
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At National 5 Level, you will work on two Units.
1. Understanding Language
This is about your ability to READ AND LISTEN to written
French/German/Spanish.
2. Using Language
This is about your ability to TALK and WRITE in French/German/Spanish.

and

spoken

An award at National 5 will be achieved by firstly passing two assignments – a written assignment
and a talking performance showcasing your speaking skills. The course assessment is made up of
3 externally set papers – reading, writing and listening.
EXAMS – (National 5 only):
Component 1 — question paper: Reading and Writing
This question paper has two Sections.
Section one, titled ‘Reading’, will have 30 marks (25% of the total mark).
You will read three texts in the modern language. You will respond to questions in English by using
English. You may use a dictionary and glossary (if appropriate).
Section two, titled ‘Writing’, will have 20 marks (12.5% of the total mark).
You will produce one written text in response to a stimulus supported by six bullet points which
you must address. You may use a dictionary.
Component 2 — question paper: Listening
This question paper will have 20 marks (25% of the total mark).
You will listen to one monologue and one short conversation in the modern language. You will
answer questions in English and respond in English.
Component 3 — performance: Talking
The performance will have 30 marks (25% of the total mark).
You will deliver a presentation in your chosen French/German or Spanish. You will take part in a
natural, spontaneous conversation with your teacher in French/German or Spanish. The
presentation and conversation will be from one of the following contexts: society, learning,
employability, and culture.
Component 4 – assignment: Writing
This is worth 20 marks (12.5% of the total mark).
You will draft a piece of writing on a topic of your own choice. You will receive feedback on your
writing and be allowed one redraft, before your work is submitted to the SQA for marking.
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Homework
It is essential that you spend at least twenty minutes three times per week learning the new
vocabulary that they have been taught in class. ICT websites should be used at home to help you
consolidate your skills. Homework will also take the form of written assignments which are
designed to allow you to display your knowledge of the language. You will also be given reading
passages to answer in English or in the foreign language.
Hints for success:





Regular learning of key points of vocabulary and grammar is essential to making progress
in any language: little, but often, rather than a lot at the last minute.
Learn and revise in your own way to include individual preferences / styles of learning, using
MP3 downloads and apps or recording preparation for speaking on mobile phones.
Change your phone settings to French / German/Spanish to learn the ever-changing
language of modern technology!
Regular completion of homework of all kinds – and especially in preparing for speaking and
writing tasks – will help in practising, adapting and applying language

Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Successful completion of these courses may lead to:
Higher in French, German and Spanish
Career Pathways
Arts, Social Science & Religion
Hospitality, Catering & Tourism
Law
Journalism
Primary Teaching
Business & Commerce
Banking/International Banking
Sales & Marketing
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LANGUAGES FOR LIFE AND WORK
SPANISH
GERMAN
Why Study Languages?
As part of the European Union, Britain is in contact with partners and customers in Europe. People
who can speak one or more European languages are in great demand. Many careers and Higher
Education courses now require a qualification in a Modern Language. Many jobs require a basic
knowledge of a foreign language.
National Qualifications – Aims and Course Structure
The Modern Languages for Life and Work Award will provide you with the opportunity to develop
language skills in combination with employability skills while also being able to follow your own
interests in a cultural context. You will develop language skills in one or two modern languages
that you can apply in life and work, developing your role as an active citizen.
The main purpose of this Award is to study one language or two languages in practical and relevant
contexts for life and work, and identify, develop and demonstrate employability skills.
In particular, this Award aims to enable you, with directive support, to:
♦ develop listening and talking skills in one or two modern languages in the contexts of life and
work
♦ develop basic knowledge of one or two modern languages in the contexts of life and work
♦ develop employability skills

This Award receives 15 SCQF credit points at SCQF level 3 and has three Units:

Modern Languages for Work Purposes Unit
The purpose of this Unit is to provide you with the opportunity to develop basic skills to
communicate in any vocational context using the language studied.
Building Own Employability Skills Unit
The purpose of this Unit is to provide you with the opportunity to acquire the skills to find out
about job opportunities and employers, and to apply for a job.
Modern Languages for Life Unit
The purpose of this Unit is to develop basic skills in listening and talking. You will explore the
culture and everyday life in countries where the modern language is used.

This Award is a broad-based qualification suitable for all pupils. It provides sufficient flexibility to
enable you to achieve in different ways and at a different pace.
Prior learning in the subject is not essential, although the Award provides opportunities for you to
build on prior learning experienced in a broad, general education or in a Modern Languages
qualification at a lower SCQF level
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Modern Studies (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Modern Studies?
The main aims of this course are to enable learners to develop:
 a range of research and information handling skills
 detailed understanding of the democratic process
 detailed understanding of social and economic issues at local, Scottish, national and
international levels and ways of addressing needs and inequalities
 understanding of different views about the extent of state involvement in society
 understanding of the nature and processes of conflict resolution
 understanding of human and legal rights and responsibilities and their application in
different societies.
Through the successful completion of this course, learners will develop a range of important and
transferable skills including: researching, understanding and using a range of information/evidence
on contemporary issues; evaluating information/ evidence in order to give detailed explanations
while detecting exaggeration and selectivity in the use of facts; making decisions and drawing
conclusions; constructing detailed arguments in a balanced and structured way; and
communicating, by a variety of means, views, opinions, decisions and conclusions based on
evidence.

Modern Studies
empowers young
people to play their
part in society.

Pupils can use a qualification in Modern Studies to gain entry to
college and University courses e.g. law, journalism, teaching and
media studies. Arts and Social Sciences courses in particular welcome
Modern Studies qualifications.
Even if one does not wish to follow a career in the field of Modern
Studies, it is still a highly regarded qualification as well as a subject
that provides essential life skills.

“One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being
governed by your inferiors.” Plato
“The advantage of the internet is that it has taken away the charade of politics.
China has heard of democracy and people know about certain concepts they
wouldn't have previously.” Marilyn Manson

Course
Content
Read more
at http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/marilynman447140.html#wSExMZSZgXfAdCFc.99
Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom - Learners will
develop knowledge and understanding of the UK’s political system,
including the place of Scotland within this system. Learners will then study
the
Scottish political system, developing knowledge and understanding of the
main
institutions and organisations which make up political life in Scotland.
They
will develop knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society is informed about, able to
participate in and influence the political system. They will develop an understanding of their rights
and responsibilities in contemporary democratic political society.
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Social Issues in the United Kingdom – Learners will focus
on the topic Crime and the Law. Learners will focus on the
causes of crime, the impact of crime on individuals and society
and the role of individuals, the police, the legal system and
the state in tackling crime.
International Issues – Learners will adopt a socioeconomic and political study of a major world power. This
will focus upon recent socio-economic issues in a major
world power and a study of its political system.
Research Project/Assignment - In this Unit, learners will choose an issue for personal study
drawn from a Modern Studies context. They will research their chosen issue and present their
findings. Through this activity they will have opportunities to experience challenge and application
as they further develop and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding acquired in the other
three Units of the course.
A major feature of the course will be the development of pupils as independent learners as they
work on various tasks throughout the session.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the subject. These include whole
class teaching, group activities, paired work and individual work as well as the use of a range of
media. The course is designed to allow many opportunities for collaboration and active learning.
Outdoor learning is also incorporated into aspects of the course.
Entry Requirements
Modern Studies is open to all pupils even if they have not studied the subject during Second and
Third Year. It is our aim to present pupils who have studied Modern Studies in Second and Third
Year at National 5.
Assessment
 Pupils will be assessed on each of the course elements previously listed.
 To achieve a National 5 qualification, pupils will be required to complete the Assignment which
is worth 20% of overall course assessment, as well as sit a final written Question Paper, worth
80% of the overall award.
 Pupils will be required to submit a research project/assignment which will be completed under
teacher supervision with much of the work being completed at home. At National 5 level this
will be followed up by an examination where a report on the assignment needs to be written
up.
 Pupils will sit a final written exam in National 5.
 There will be no external exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce
learning. Pupils will be able to access additional homework material from
our school website.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:
 National 4 Modern Studies into National 5 Modern Studies.
 National 5 Modern Studies into Higher Modern Studies.
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Music (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Music?
The main aims of Music are
 to develop performing skills on two selected instruments or one instrument and voice
 to perform music with accuracy
 to create original music through composing, arranging or improvising
 to develop a knowledge and understanding of the social and cultural factors which influence
music
 to develop a knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to
music and identifying level specific music signs, symbols and concepts
 to reflect on your own work and the work of others
Skills for Life, Learning and Work
Through music, learners will develop their ability to express themselves and develop their personal
creativity and self-confidence when performing and creating.
Across the course, skills and experiences which complement and supplement each other are
developed. Performing and creating music allows learners to express themselves musically and to
reflect on their learning. This encourages learners to think imaginatively and to explore and
develop their own ideas, making use of their understanding of music concepts and applying this to
their own practice.
Understanding music through listening enables learners to build their knowledge and
understanding of music, bringing depth to their learning and raising their social and cultural
awareness of the influences on musicians and composers.
The course also provides opportunities for learners to further acquire and develop the attributes
and capabilities of the four capacities.
Course Content
To achieve the National 4 course, you must successfully complete three mandatory Units and an
Added Value Unit.
National 4 Mandatory Units:


Performing Skills – You will develop performing skills on two selected instruments, or on
one selected instrument and voice. You will perform a programme of grade 2 (National 4) or
grade 3 (National 5) music with sufficient accuracy whilst maintaining the musical flow. You
will, through regular practice and reflection, develop your technical and musical performing
skills.



Composing Skills – You will experiment with and use compositional methods and music
concepts in imaginative ways when creating music. You will reflect on your own creative
choices and decisions, and develop a basic understanding of how composers develop their
ideas and create their music.



Understanding Music – Through listening, you will develop a knowledge and understanding
of a variety of level-specific music concepts and music literacy. You will identify the
distinguishing features of specific music styles, recognise music concepts in excerpts of music,
and understand and recognise common music signs and symbols used in music notation.
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Added Value Unit:


Music Performance – This unit adds value by introducing challenge and application. In
the music performance, you will draw on and extend your performing skills in a new context
by preparing and performing a programme of music in a solo setting and/or as part of a
group. National 5 candidates will be expected to perform to an external assessor.

A major feature of the Music course will be the development of pupils as independent learners as
they work on various tasks throughout the session.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the subject. These include whole
class teaching, group activities, paired work and individual work as well as the use of ICT.
Course Entry Requirements
It is expected that pupils who opt for Music will have studied the subject in S2 and S3. However,
special consideration may be made to pupils who did not elect Music but display skills in
performance. The National 4 and National 5 courses will be taught concurrently and the final
presentation level will be based on your achievement and agreed later in the school year.
Assessment




All pupils will be assessed on each of the course elements previously listed.
National 5 pupils will also sit an Understanding Music Question Paper (35%), an external
Performance exam of 8 minutes at Grade 3 level (50% (2 instruments - 25% for each)) and
will also submit a final Composition, with reflection (15%) to the SQA for external marking.
There will be no external exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed.

Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce
learning. Pupils are encouraged to use the department at lunchtimes and
after school to practise, if they do not have their own instrument at home.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:
 National 4 Music into National 5 Music.


National 5 Music into Higher Music.
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Music Technology (National 4 and 5)
Why Study Music Technology?
The main aims of Music Technology are
 to develop skills in the use of music technology
hardware and software to capture and manipulate
audio
 to use music technology creatively in sound
production in a range of contexts
 to develop skills in musical analysis in the context
of a range of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres
 to develop a broad understanding of the music industry, including a basic awareness of
implications of intellectual property rights
 to critically reflect on your own work and that of others
Skills for Life, Learning and Work
This Course is suitable for learners with a broad interest in music and for learners with a specific
interest in music technology and 20th and 21st century music. It should be noted that there
is no requirement in this course for musical performance.
Through music technology, learners will develop practical technical skills and creative use of music
technology in a range of contexts. The course includes some opportunities for personalisation and
choice in selecting varied contexts for learning. This makes it suitable for a variety of learners and
a range of musical interests.
The course engages the learner through involvement in practical music technology based activities
and tasks which are supported by knowledge and understanding of music technology and
understanding of musical concepts, form and structures. Learners will develop their ability to
express themselves through music, which encourages the development of creativity and
independence. While developing original ideas for music and sound, learners will be able to express
themselves musically and begin to critically reflect on their learning and the quality of their work.
The course encourages learners to become successful, independent and creative in their use of
technologies and to continue to develop the attributes and capabilities of the four capacities,
including creativity, flexibility and adaptability, enthusiasm and a willingness to learn, perseverance
and resilience, responsibility, reliability, confidence and enterprise.
Course Content
To achieve the National 4 course, you must successfully complete the three mandatory Units and
the Added Value Unit.
National 4 Mandatory Units:


Music Technology Skills – You will develop skills and techniques relating to the use of music
technology hardware and software to capture and manipulate audio. You will explore a range
of uses of this technology through practical activities.



Understanding 20th and 21st Century Music – You will develop knowledge and
understanding of 20th and 21st century musical styles and genres, and an understanding of
related music technology developments.
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Music Technology in Context – You will use music technology skills in a range of contexts
such as live performance, radio broadcast, composing and/or sound design for film, TV themes,
adverts and computer gaming.

Added Value Unit:


Course Assessment - You will draw on and apply the skills, knowledge and understanding
you have developed during the Course. These will be assessed through a question paper and
an assignment.
The question paper will assess breadth of knowledge and understanding of concepts related
to music technology and 20th and 21st century music.
The assignment will demonstrate the ability to apply knowledge and skills to plan, implement
and evaluate a completed creative sound production. This will be underpinned by knowledge
and understanding of music and music technology equipment and techniques. It will be
sufficiently open and flexible to allow for personalisation and choice.

A major feature of the Music Technology course will be the development of pupils as independent
learners as they work on various tasks throughout the session.
Methodology
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the subject. These include whole
class teaching, group activities, paired work and individual work as well as the use of ipads and
imacs.
Course Entry Requirements
It is desirable that pupils who opt for Music Technology will have studied elective Music in S2 and
S3. The National 4 and National 5 courses will be taught concurrently and the final presentation
level will be based on your achievement and agreed later in the school year.
Assessment
 All pupils will be assessed on each of the course elements previously listed.
 National 5 pupils will also sit a final Question Paper (30%) and submit two practical
assignments (70%).
 There will be no external exam for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed.
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning. Pupils are
encouraged to use the department at lunchtimes and after school to work on their technology.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
Pupils may progress in the following ways:
 National 4 Music Technology into National 5 Music Technology.
 National 5 Music Technology into Higher Music Technology.
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Philosophy (National 5)
Why Study Philosophy?

The main aims of Philosophy are to enable learners to:
 Develop knowledge and understanding of philosophy and philosophers.
 Develop thinking, analytical and evaluative skills appropriate to philosophy.
 Encourage learners’ ability to use abstract thought.
 Offer learners insight from the ideas of others which may be different from
their own.
 Develop communication skills appropriate to philosophy.
The National 5 Philosophy Course challenges learners to think clearly about problems by asking
questions about the world we live in. Learners are introduced to philosophical positions and
theories relating to issues of relevance in the world today. Learners will develop basic philosophical
skills and techniques which they can apply to questions and claims. Learners will become
empowered to challenge assumptions and to apply knowledge and understanding of different
themes, approaches and theories in philosophy. Thinking, analytical, literacy and communication
skills which are important in education and employment are developed throughout the Course.
Pupils with qualifications in Philosophy can use them, for example, for entry to the Arts, Social
Science and Law Faculties of Universities. Even if one does not wish to follow a career in the field
of Philosophy, it is still a highly regarded qualification as well as a subject that provides essential
life skills.
Course Content
Arguments in Action
The general aim of this unit is to develop the pupil’s ability to think philosophically. Pupils will be
exposed to a range of activities which will help develop their philosophical skills. The specific
objective of this Unit is to develop those skills associated with the ability to analyse and evaluate
arguments. These arguments could concern everyday issues like sport or politics, or they could
focus on specific philosophical topics or debates like ‘God or freewill’. A wide variety of both
everyday and philosophical contexts enable pupil’s to see the relevance of argument evaluation
skills to academic study and other areas of life.
Knowledge and Doubt
Here we seek to equip pupils with the knowledge and skills necessary to examine, understand and
discuss theories of knowledge. Learners will investigate reasons for scepticism in philosophy and
develop a basic understanding of different theories. Learners will actively explore problems
associated with theories of knowledge and make use of thinking skills to analyse and evaluate
theories and to express opinions with supporting reasons. Views and reasoning will be developed
by discussing and debating different philosophical views and referring to key texts and sources.
Moral Philosophy
The aim of this unit is to equip pupils with the knowledge and skills necessary to examine,
understand and debate specific philosophical issues in moral philosophy. Learners will use thinking
skills and key moral philosophers to identify and explain different moral positions in relation to reallife situations, for example, Crime and Punishment and Medical Ethics. This will be achieved by
introducing learners to different moral theories and exploring how these theories can be applied
to moral issues. Learners will develop their own opinions about the theories explored.
Personalisation and choice of moral theories to be studied is a feature of this unit. Learners will be
introduced to the way philosophers have attempted to show why some actions are considered
morally good or bad.
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Assignment
The purpose of this is to enable learners to carry out a basic philosophical investigation. The learner
will use philosophical skills, knowledge and understanding to give a reasoned view on a
philosophical issue, question or claim of their choosing. The learner will investigate a question or
assess a claim using philosophical skills and with reference to appropriate texts and sources. The
learner will use an appropriate format to communicate a reasoned view on the question or claim.
Methodology, Skills and Techniques
A wide range of learning and teaching approaches are used in Philosophy. The subject offers many
opportunities for learner-centred problem-solving activities, pair and group discussion, analysis of
research scenarios, analysis of real-life applications of theory, Community of Philosophical Inquiry,
games and quizzes, IT/web-based activities, as well as formal presentations. Communication,
literacy and thinking skills are developed throughout the course.
Philosophical skills developed include the ability to explain a simple philosophical position, give a
basic evaluation of a statement about a philosophical position, choose appropriate examples to
illustrate a point, recognise types of argument, identify when claims are inconsistent, apply a theory
to a situation or context, define terms carefully, and debate positions.
Philosophical techniques developed include providing real and hypothetical examples to further an
argument, the use of simple analogies, assessing claims for truth or falsity, assessing how well
supported conclusions are, identifying common errors in reasoning and comparing positions on
issues with intuitions.
Developing skills for learning, skills for life and skills for work
Philosophy lends itself to the development of literacy skills and thinking skills. Reading in philosophy
involves the ability to understand and interpret ideas, opinions and information presented in
sources, for a purpose and within a context. Writing in philosophy involves the ability to create
texts which communicate ideas, opinions and information, to meet a purpose and within a context.
Listening in philosophy involves the ability to understand and interpret ideas, opinions and
information presented orally for a purpose and within a context, drawing on non-verbal
communication as appropriate. Talking means the ability to communicate orally ideas, opinions
and information for a purpose and within a context. Applying in philosophy involves the ability to
use existing information to solve a problem in a different context, and to plan, organise and
complete a task. Analysing and evaluating in philosophy involves the ability to identify and weighup the features of a situation or issue and to use your judgement of them in coming to a conclusion.
Entry Requirements
In terms of prior learning, experiences and outcomes from a number of curriculum areas provide
an appropriate basis for doing this course. Philosophy is particularly well suited to further
developing understanding of beliefs and values through reflection and discussion and participating
in debates about issues which have been introduced through RMPS or Social Studies Courses.
Assessment
 Pupils will be assessed regularly in class on each of the course elements listed above.
 Pupils will be required to complete the Assignment which is worth 20% of overall course
assessment
 Pupils will sit a final written Question Paper, worth 80% of the overall award.
Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning. Pupils will be
able to access additional homework material online.
Progression beyond Fourth Year
Pupils who achieve National 5 Philosophy would be eligible for entry into Higher Philosophy / Higher
RMPS

70

Curriculum for Excellence : The Senior Phase

Physical Education (National 4/5)

Physical Educational National 5 consists of two Units.


Performance Skills



Factors Impacting on Performance

To achieve Physical Education National 5, the learner must pass all of the Units as well as the
Course assessment. In the Course assessment, the learner will extend and apply the skills they
have learned. This will be assessed by a performance (Practical) and portfolio (written).
Course Content
Pupils will be given a choice of activities and will undertake a portfolio on a specialist activity such
as Trampolining, Football, Netball and Badminton, etc.
Pupils will participate in 4 activities and develop their knowledge and understanding in gathering
data, factors that impact performance, development programmes and evaluating practice.
National 5 Course Assessment
The National 5 course is assessed in 2 components:



Portfolio
Performance

Portfolio
This portfolio is worth 60 marks. The marks contribute 50% of the overall marks for the course assessment.
.
The portfolio has three sections:
Section 1 titled ‘understanding factors that impact on performance’ has 8 marks.
Section 2 titled ‘planning, developing and implementing approaches to enhance personal performance’ has
29 marks.
Section 3 titled ‘monitoring, recording and evaluating performance development’ has 23 marks.
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Performance
The purpose of this component is to assess candidates’ ability to effectively perform in two different physical
activities.

The performances have a total of 60 marks. The marks contribute 50% of the overall marks for the course
assessment. Each single performance event is marked out of 30.

National 4 Unit Assessment
Unit 1: Performance skills

Performance in two activities and internally assessed by teachers in a pass/fail basis
Unit 2: Factors Impacting Performance

Pupils complete a candidate workbook which is internally assessed by teachers on a pass/fail basis.
National 4 Course Assessment/ Added Value
Pupils participate in a one-off performance selected from a menu of activities and describe how
they prepare mentally, physically, emotionally, socially or physically. This is internally assessed by
teachers on a pass/fail basis.
Wider range of evidence
Staff will use of a wider range of evidence including, for example, videos of performance,
observation checklists, training diaries/electronic logbook, oral evidence through questioning and
answering, use of ICT and relevant software and written assessment through answering of
questions.
Course Entry Requirements
Pupils do not have to elected PE studies prior to choosing this course, but should have an interest
in sport and are willing to work hard.
Homework
Homework will be a regular feature of the course and will be used to supplement coursework.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
At the end of S4 pupils could choose from the following progression routes:




A pupil achieving National 4 may progress to National 5.
A pupil achieving National 5 may progress to Higher.
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Physics (National 4 and 5)
Physics has a major impact on our everyday lives. Physics at National 4 level makes sense of our
physical environment through scientific enquiry and provides a suitable basis for further study.
The National 4 course has been designed to meet the needs of pupils who may be concerned with
their ability to cope at National 5.
Physics permeates through all aspects of everyday life, from the very small to the very large. Did
you know that we all came from stars? No, well if you want to discover such things, Physics is for
you. Physics at National 5 makes sense of the physical environment through scientific enquiry and
provides a suitable basis for further study. Pupils will be recommended to study at National 4 or
5 level depending on their performance in the S2/3 Physics Elective course assessment.
Course Content
As a result of studying Physics pupils:









develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics
develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant applications
of physics in society and the environment
develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills
develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a physics context
develop the use of technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical scientific
activities
develop problem solving skills in a physics context
use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate ideas and
issues
develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in physics

Physics shares with Biology and Chemistry the aim to develop practical and problem solving
abilities. Studying Physics helps in the learning of Mathematics while Mathematics helps pupils
grasp Physics. You do not need to be exceptionally good at Mathematics to study Physics.
Key Skills for Life, Learning and Work.
As pupils progress through the Physics courses they practise and gain experience in a number of
scientific skills.










Make observations
Formulate hypotheses
Create and design experiments
Remember and understand scientific facts
Collect, evaluate and document data
Use quantitative reasoning to analyze, interpret, and present data
Collaborate with others to solve problem
Understand and recognize ethical issues that arise from scientific research
Understand the role of science in addressing societal issues
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In addition, studying Physics provides a natural link with the science and health sectors and
provides wide-ranging skills to support progress in life, learning and the world of work.







communication skills - through report writing and presentations
team working skills - through group projects
organisational skills
ability to confidently handle diverse data and to draw conclusions
problem-solving, project and time management skills
Self-reliance and initiative

Physics (National 4)
Physics at National 4 is divided into three units:
Electricity and Energy - the unit covers the key areas of: Generation of electricity; Electrical
power; Electromagnetism; Practical electrical and electronic circuits; Gas laws and the kinetic
model.
Waves and Radiation – the unit covers the key areas of: Wave characteristics; Sound;
Electromagnetic spectrum; Nuclear radiation.
Dynamics and Space – the unit covers the key areas of: Speed and acceleration; Relationships
between forces, motion and energy; Satellites and cosmology.
Assessment
To gain a course award, pupils must pass an internal test on each unit as well as successfully
completing an Added Value Unit which is an assignment on a topical physics issue. Learners will
be required to demonstrate knowledge and skills from across the key areas. This is a mandatory
unit of the National 4 Physics Course. There is no external examination for this course.

Homework
Regular Homework is issued to pupils to assist their progress. Homework booklets are issued at
the start of each unit and completed tasks in homework jotters are handed in for marking. Parents
are encouraged to check and sign homework.

Pathways beyond Fourth Year
After National 4, pupils can progress to further study of Physics at National 5 level in S5 and Higher
in S6.

Related Careers
Pupils may already have career ambitions. For students, a knowledge of Physics is
essential for entry into a wide variety of careers like telecommunications, TV and
radio, nursing and health work, electrical and engineering, manufacturing and
construction, the financial sector, government, media, military, sports and the arts to
mention but a few
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Physics (National 5)
Physics at National 5 is divided into three units:
Electricity and Energy – in addition to all the national 4 content the unit covers the key areas
of: Energy transfer; Heat; The gas laws.
Waves and Radiation – in addition to all the national 4 content the unit covers the key areas of:
Waves; Nuclear radiations.
Dynamics and Space – in addition to all the national 4 content the unit covers the key areas of:
Kinematics; Forces; Space.
Assessment
There will be an assignment that will be carried out in school and submitted to the SQA for marking.
The purpose of the assignment is to allow the learner to carry out an in-depth study of a Physics
experiment. The learner, will investigate/research the underlying physics, carry out an experiment,
research to find corroborative data and report on their findings. The assignment will have 20
marks (20% of the course total).
Course assessment will provide the basis for grading attainment in the Course award. The Course
assessment is graded A – D. The grade is determined on the basis of the total mark for the external
exam (80% of grade) and the assignment (20% of grade) together.
Homework
Regular Homework is issued to pupils to assist their progress; it is regarded as an essential part of
the learning process. Homework booklets are issued at the start of each unit and completed tasks
in homework jotters are handed in for marking. Parents are encouraged to check and sign
homework.
Pathways beyond Fourth Year
After Physics at National 5, students can opt to progress to Physics Higher in S5 if they have
achieved a C pass or better at National 5 and then Advanced Higher in S6.
Links with other subjects and careers
Physics isn’t merely a pathway to employment in the sciences. For students
a knowledge of Physics is essential for entry into many University courses or
useful in a wide variety of careers like telecommunications and TV, nursing and
medicine, electronics and engineering, manufacturing and construction, the
financial sector, government, media, military, sports and the arts to mention but a few.
You may want to be the next Einstein or Brian Cox or perhaps Heather Reid (former BBC Weather
presenter) or Jonathan Edwards (Triple Jump world record holder) or Brian May (Queen
guitarist)….all PHYSICISTS!
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Practical Cookery (National 4)
Why study Hospitality: Practical Cookery?
This course allows you to develop cookery-related knowledge, understanding and skills, and to use
them at home, in the wider community and in employment. You will be able to:






use a range of cookery skills, food preparation techniques and cookery processes when
following recipes.
select and use ingredients to produce and garnish or decorate dishes.
understand ingredients and their uses and have an awareness of responsible sourcing.
select ingredients based on current dietary advice.
work safely and hygienically.

Through the successful completion of this course, learners will develop a range of important and
transferable skills learning including: creating, evaluating, analysing, applying and understanding.
Learners will develop a range of skills needed for employability that includes: communicating,
working with others, solving problems, managing time, planning and organising, taking
responsibility for self development.

Course Content





Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes – develop your cookery skills, food preparation
techniques and ability to follow recipes. You will also further develop and apply your
knowledge of safe and hygienic food practices.
Understanding and Using Ingredients – develop your ability to select and use appropriate
ingredients in the preparation of dishes and meals that meet current dietary advice and to do
so safely and hygienically.
Organisational Skills for Cooking – develop your organisational and time management
skills. Acquire the ability to follow recipes and time plans to produce dishes safely and
hygienically. You will further develop your ability to carry out an evaluation of a food product.
Added Value Unit: Producing a Meal – This unit enables you to draw on the knowledge,
understanding and skills developed in the other three Units. You will carry out a practical
activity which will involve producing a meal to a given specification. You will be asked to
prepare and cook a two-course meal within a given timescale and to present it appropriately.

Methodology
A range of learning and teaching approaches are used in the department. These include whole
class discussions, teacher demonstrations and individual practical activities.
Entry Requirements
Hospitality: Practical Cookery is open to all pupils even if they have not studied Home Economics
in second and third year.

Assessment
You will be assessed on each of the course units previously listed. These assessments consist of
a number of written and practical assessments to be completed under teacher supervision.
There is no external assessment for pupils being presented at National 4 – this course is entirely
internally assessed.
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Homework
This will be set at appropriate points throughout the course to reinforce learning and allow you to
experience SQA style questions and answers.
Pupils are expected to cook at home where possible to improve their practical skills.

Pathways beyond Fourth Year
You can progress from National 4 to National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cookery.
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Practical Woodworking (National 4)
WHY PRACTICAL WOODWORKING?
Practical Woodworking introduces learners to the manufacture of
various timber models using a number of craft skills. The Course
is distinct in value in that it allows learners to develop practical
psychomotor skills (manual dexterity and control) in a universally
popular practical craft. It helps learners to develop safe working
practices and to become proactive in matters of health and
safety. It allows them to learn how to use a range of tools,
equipment and materials safely and correctly.

__

The Course is of broad educational benefit. It allows learners to develop skills in reading drawings
and diagrams, measuring and marking out, as well as cutting, shaping and finishing materials. It
allows them to learn how to work effectively alongside others in a shared workshop environment.
The skills that learners acquire by successfully completing this Course will be valuable for learning,
for life and for the world of work.
COURSE AIMS:
__
The aims of the Practical Woodworking Course are to enable learners to:
 Develop skills in woodworking techniques skills in measuring and marking out timber
sections and sheet materials.
 Understand safe working practices in workshop environments
 Develop practical creativity and problem-solving skills
 Develop knowledge of sustainability issues in a practical woodworking context.
COURSE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
__
Practical Woodworking is open to all pupils and will be useful for those pupils who have studied
Design and Manufacture in S2 and S3, who now want to focus on the manufacture element.
COURSE CONTENT:
__
Pupils will be required to develop skills and understanding across the following key areas of study:
Practical Skills: Flat-Frame Construction
In this area of study learners will learn how construct flat frame
woodworking joints before producing a flat frame project. Flat frame
construction helps learners understand how window and door frames
are created as well timber kit constructions.

Practical Skills: Carcase Construction
In this area of study learners will learn how construct carcase
woodworking joints before producing a carcase project. Carcase
construction helps learners understand cabinet making and how
carcase style furniture can be produced.
Practical Skills: Machining and Finishing
In this area of study learners will learn how use complex machinery
such as the wood lathe. They will also learn how to prepare and finish
wooden products using a range of finishing techniques.

78

Curriculum for Excellence : The Senior Phase

COURSE ASSESSMENT:

_____________________

Internal assessment: For presentation in National 4 Practical Woodworking, learners must
demonstrate the required standard of knowledge and skill in the above areas. Pupils will be given
a range of tasks set by the department that will afford them the best opportunity to learn and
develop the skills required for each course level.

SQA National 4 External Assessment:

There is no exam in National 4 and the final assessment is as follows:
 Added Value Unit (100% of overall course award)
The added value unit is a practical assessment where pupils demonstrate their learning and
skills, completing a practical project set by the SQA. This will run from January to March.
Deadlines will be set as pupils work through this and these must be met to ensure the
course award can be achieved.
PROGRSSION BEYOND FOURTH YEAR:

__

Pupils who complete the above courses can progress as follows:
 National 5 Practical Woodworking
SKILLS FOR LIFE AND WORK:
__
The Course provides skills that are correspond to other curricular areas such as design and
manufacture, sciences and mathematics. Course activities provide opportunities for learners to
enhance generic and transferable skills in literacy, planning and organising, working independently
and in teams, critical thinking and decision making, research, communication and self-and peer
evaluation.
CAREER ROUTES:
Practical Woodworking can help learners find careers or further study in: the construction trades
i.e. joinery, plumbing, in boat building, set production for theatre, construction, dentistry improving
manual dexterity and manufacturing industries.
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DUNCANRIG SECONDARY : S3 INTO S4 SUBJECT APPLICATION FORM 2017/2018
You will study English, Mathematics, PSE, Core PE, RMPS and five other subjects. Using the grid below,
select 5 unique subjects as directed on the form. Indicate using a tick whether you expect to study your
chosen subjects at National 5 (N5) or National 4 (N4). If a cell is blacked out then the subject is not available
at that level of study.
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