
Minute of Meeting of Duncanrig Secondary School Parent Council 

held at the School on Monday, 3 June, 2019 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Present: Mrs A Campbell, Mrs C Collins, Mrs E Dyer (Chairperson) Mrs K Doyle,  

  Mrs R George, Mrs S Kane, Mrs F Kelly, Mrs Y Madden, Mrs V Martin,  

  Mr S Nally, Mr J Reid, Mrs H White, Mr C Wylie.   

    

Apologies:     Mrs J Beveridge, Mrs J Jenkins, Mrs L Macleod, Mrs A Newton. 

   

  

      

  Also Attending: Mrs L McRoberts (HT) 

     Cllr C Stevenson 

     Mrs S Wilson (Clerk) 

 

THE  MINUTES 

 

 The Minute of the meeting held on 29 April, 2019 was approved. 

 

MATTERS  ARISING 

 

Traffic Management within the School: The Chair and Vice Chair confirmed that a letter, 

recording the concerns of this Parent Council re traffic management within the School, had 

been sent to the Chief Executive.  As yet there had been no response.  The Chairperson would 

follow up on this before the end of term. 

HT attending Westwood Community Council Meeting:  The HT had enjoyed the 

opportunity to meet with the local Community Council and anticipated that she may attend 

their meeting on an occasional basis during the School year.  It was understood that Westwood 

Square has recently come under the ownership of a local developer following auction.  The 

Community Council had been active in trying to combat litter.  It was noted that MSP             

Dr L Cameron was looking for the provision of additional bins in the area.  The HT would be 

organising a Junior School litter pick in and around the Square shortly.   

Liquid Hand Wash in Pupil Toilets:  The Janitors were looking at pricing this.  Further 

consideration could be given once costings were to hand. 

 

TREASURER’S  REPORT  -  Mr C Wylie 

 

 The balance in the Parent Council Account was recorded by the Treasurer as £34.74.  

The HT was keen to encourage fundraising activities.  While the Parent Council had no plans 

to undertake fundraising activities, some past School activities were mentioned, such as the 

Penny Wars which had been much enjoyed by the pupils.  

  

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 None 

 

HEAD  TEACHER’S  REPORT  - Mrs L McRoberts 

 

School Timetable: The Junior School changed on 13 May and rotation periods have been 

removed. Senior pupils returned on 30 May and moved to their new classes.  Staff have been 

generally positive about the changeover.  For pupils planning a college placement, this will not 

start until August and these pupils can expect to follow a slightly different timetable during 



June.  It was stressed by the HT that any pupil having difficulty getting on their preferred 

course option should contact the School immediately to discuss their requirements. 
 

School Sports Day: The PE Department organised an excellent Sports Day for S1-3 last 

month, with some Duncanrig records being broken. 
 

School Trips:  School trips leaving in June were for Stratford by the English Department and 

Paris. 
 

STEM Young Leaders: The School will be undertaking a pilot project next session, enabling 

some of the senior pupils to become STEM Young leaders.  S6 pupils will be involved in 

designing and delivering STEM based projects to the Primary cluster schools.  The project, 

funded by the Scottish Government will be led by Ms Leggate in Physics. 
 

BOSCH Conference: Duncanrig Secondary School hosted the annual conference of the 

National HT Group – BOCSH last month.  The conference was opened by Deputy First 

Minister, John Swinney and attended by over 250 HTs, DHTs and colleagues from Education 

Scotland.  The gathering shared interesting practices and Duncanrig was able to showcase the 

work of the East Kilbride and Strathaven BGE collaboration that has been ongoing all year. 
  
Dyslexia Event: This Parents Information event to take place on Wednesday 5 June on 

Dyslexia and Supporting Literacy.  Led by Pupils Support staff and Pupil Support captains this 

will provide practical strategies and information to help parents and young people.  
 

Staffing:  Members were interested to hear that Mr D McGowan had been successful at 

interview for the post of PT in Pupil Support.  Currently PT in language and communication at 

Bearsden Academy, Mr McGowan will commence his post with the School in August.  

Interviews for two vacancies in CSB will take place before the holidays.  The CSB Unit has 

developed over the years and now caters for around 67 pupils.  It was noted that eight 

probations have been allocated to the School for next session.  They will be introduced to their 

various departments before the end of term. 
 

P7 Transition: The P7 Transition days took place last month and for the first time pupils were 

placed in their classes and followed the actual school timetable. At the time of this report it was 

understood that approximately 315 S1s were due to start at Duncanrig next term.  The guest 

host of Patron of Reading, Mr David Goucher ran a literacy-based event focused around his 

Spy Quest books.  The whole experience was well received by the pupils. 
 

PEF (Pupil Equity Fund): The Barnardos worker continues to perform excellent work in 

identifying and supporting vulnerable children and their families. Two changes to the plan for 

next session include looking to appoint a School-based Community Officer in partnership with 

Calderglen High School in August, 2019.  Mr Currie has recently been appointed to the post of 

Lead for performance improvement.  The HT plans to up-date the Parent Council on the PEF 

analysis next term. 
 

Parental Questionnaire:  The HT shared information raised in these responses.  Efforts would 

continue to be made with communicating to parents through the School apps, Twitter and on 

the School website where it was hoped more could be done to promote the Parent Council.  The 

HT continued to stress the importance of parents making direct contact with the School to 

clarify any concerns they may have about aspects of the School.  In recent times it had proved 

frustrating and demoralising when parents turned to social media in the first instance to express 

concerns about a school matter. 
 

Homework Records:  Mr C Collins referred to a new resource that was being considered to 

help pupils and parents know about homework through access on any electronic device.  It cost 

£2 per pupil for the password, this being a similar cost to the provision of a homework diary 



which would still be available as required.  A brief run through of how ‘My Homework’ 

operated met with a positive response from the Parent Council members and it was anticipated 

that this would be available for use in the new term.   

 

A.O.C.B. 

 

House Building Programme:  A parent member raised concern about the extensive house 

building programme out towards Thorntonhall and Jackton and how this was going to impact 

on education provision both at Primary and Secondary level in the town, in the near future.   

Retiring Parent Member: The Chairperson thanked Mrs Madden for the contribution she had 

made to the work of the Parent Council over the past seven years and wished and her family 

every success in the future. 

Awards Ceremony:  It was reported that this would take place next term on 11 September.  It 

was envisaged that this would be one event for the whole School and take place in the Games 

Hall.  Some arrangements were still to be finalised. 

First Parent Council Meeting of the New Term: The Parent Council planned to have a joint 

meeting with Chairpersons of Associated Primary School Parent Councils.  Our Chairperson, 

Mrs Dyer, would notify the Associated Primary Parent Councils before the end of term.  
  

 

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 2 September, 2019 

AGM Meeting followed by  

ordinary meeting:  Monday, 23 September, 2019  

    all of the above to take place in the School Library at 7.00 p.m. 
   

 

 

         Signed as approved by E Dyer (Chairperson)      date   2.9.19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


